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one of those who believe in politics as in religion, 
or war, that we should render to Cesar the things 
that are Cesar’s. And when arms are to be man- 
ufactured, to be used in the service of the country, 
| think it far preferable to give the superintendency 
to a military man, who has been educated at the 
expense of the Government with a view to that 
service. 

But, sir, | dl not intend to occupy so much of 
the time of the House when I arose. I felt that 
my position, as a member of the Committee on 
Military Affairs, required me to say something. 

Upon what does the gentleman from Indiana 
Mr. Gorman] predicate his remarks in this mat- 
ter? and where does he get the marvelous statis- 
tics from which he has submitted them? It is from 
an interested pamphlet, gotten up for the purpose, 
as I suppose. It makes its appearance here with- 
out any authentication. 

Mr. GORMAN. By the permission of the gen- 
tleman, I will say that what | read from that 
pamphlet were extracts from the estimates of the 
Ordnance Department of the Government, and 
from the appropriation bills made by law. 

Mr. WILCOX. My friend read from this little 
pamphlet, and I find that it is not an official docu- 
ment; and I should be exceedingly loath to predi- 
ate my action upon a matter which was seriously 
to affect a certain branch of shis Government upon 
any other than an official document. We havea 
Secretary of War (Mr. Conrad) with whom I dif- 
fer in politics. There is no political sentiment, 
that | know, which I hold in common with him; 
yet as the Secretary of War of the United States— 
as a high public functionary of the Government—I 
am unwilling to advocate such achange until I hear 
a report from him to the Congress of the United 
States, upon the subject. I must have an official 
examination into this matter before I can vote to 
change this superintendency. As the Legislature 
of the country, before we act upon this matter, we 
should pass a resolution calling upon the Secre- 
tary of War for information concerning it, in order 
that we may act intelligibly. 

This matter was before the Committee on Mili- 
tary Affairs during the last session of Congress; 
but [ never gave my assent to the passage of such 
an amendment; and I never can give my consent 
to it, unless we have an official report upon the 
subject, showing that there is need of such a 
change, or some testimony more conclusive than 
any yet presented to satisfy me that such a change 
is necessary or desirable. 

Mr. HALL. I feel it due to the relations I 
bear to some of the people who are connected with 
the armory at Harper’s Ferry, to say a word or 
two in behalf of their petition to Congress upon 
this’ system of military superintendents. I think 
the gentleman from Mississippi [Mr. Witcox] 
is entirely wrong in supposing that this amend- 
ment in favor of restoring the old system of civil 
superintendents, springs from demagogish or 
anti-military feeling. ‘The men at Harper’s Ferry 
have told me repeatedly—and I think they have 
as high a respect for the military as any set of 
men—that owing to peculiar habits which military 
men form intheir association with the soldiers of the 
Army, they are oppressive, and that their ways 
are exceedingly disagreeable to those under their 
command. Now, every gentleman must know 
that this is the case; that a man whose business is 
to order and command is not the best person to 
have the control of men engaged in civil pursuits. 

Mr.SUTHERLAND. Are these men com- 
pelled to remain there? 

Mr.HALL. The gentleman inquires if the 
men at Harper’s Ferry are compelled to remain? 
I say they are compelled to remain, because thei@ 
peculiar habits of business unfit them for making 
a livelihood anywhere else, or at any other em- 
ployment. The people at Harper’s Ferry do not 
learn regular trades. They learn only a particular 
branch of a trade. There are men there who make 
certain parts, or perform certain portions of labor 
upon a gun-barrel, and they understand nothing 
else, having, from their commencement in busi- 
ness, been engaged in that one line of business; 
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and so with other portions and kinds of work. 
Hence, to gain a livelihood elsewhere, they would 
have to learn an entirely new trade, because there 
are no individual qalahliabenenta which do sufli- 
cient business of that kind to furnish men em- 
ployment at their own kind of labor. So that, if 
they leave their present places, they could not 
live without learning a new trade, and that, too, 
when they are perhaps forty or fifty years of age. 
Then, | say, in answer to the inquiry of the gen- 
tleman from New York, that the men at Harper’s 
Ferry and Springfield are compelled to remain 
where they are, for the simple, but conclusive 
reason, that they cannot make a livelihood any- 
where else. 

Now, sir, let me ener that you should have 
a military superintendent placed over the work 
upon the Capitol, or over the erection of the wings 
of the Patent Office. Would any gentleman sanc- 
tion that?) Would sound judgment approve of it ? 
Is it not a principle of this Government to have a 
military commander where the business is military 
in its pet me aad there only? No one would 
consent to place the Departments of the Govern- 
ment under military heads. No one would choose 
military men to manage every Executive Depart- 
ment of the Government, and to be placed at the 
head of every civil department and bureau. Now, 
I contend that these armories are, to all intents and 
purposes, civil establishments. 

Why, sir, the gentlemen educated at West 
Point, however skillful in tactics and versed in 
the rules of war, do not know how to manufacture 
guns. They know how to command men who 
have guns in their hands, but they do not know 
anything about making them. They are not me- 
chanics; and in my belief, a good mechanic is far 
better acquainted with what is requisite to consti- 
tute and carry on a good armory, than are officers 
of the Army. 

Sut it is said by some gentlemen, that since the 
armories have been under the control of military 
men, the cost of producing arms and ordnance has 
diminished. Why, sir, if gentlemen will take the 
pains to inform themselves, they will find that the 
cost has been diminishing ever since you estab- 
lished armories at all. While the cost of other 
kinds of manufactures has been steadily diminish- 
ing, by the improvement of machinery, and the 
application of principles of science to their pro- 


duction, the cost of the manufacture of arms could | 
not but diminish. But it has been diminished, not 
because you have had a military man at the head | 


of the establishment, but because you have had 
new and improved machinery—because we have 


made vast improvements in the mechanic arts gen- | 


erally. For such reasons has the cost of arms, as 
well as everything else, been gradually but con- 
stantly diminishing. 

Now, sir, from what I have said, I cannot con- 
cur in the doctrine that a man who has been edu- 
cated at a military academy, is any better qualified 
to discharge the duties of a superintendent of an 
armory, than a citizen mechanic, nor as well quali- 
fied; because the one has had no training in that 
particular branch of art—for it is not taught at 
West Point—while the other has devoted the best 
years of life in that branch of business. Gentle- 
men educated at West Point know no more about 
it than you or I do. 

But, says the gentleman from North Carolina, 
[Mr. Sranty,] 1f you restore the old system of 


civil superintendents, you will have mass meet- || 


ings, stump speeches, political gatherings, and 
everything of that kind. [ want to know 7 
what the gentleman bases this assertion? Did 


these things ever occur when you had the civil | 


system ? T tell the gentleman it is not so. I was 
raised at Harper’s Ferry, and I know all about it. 

Mr. STANLY. If my friend will allow me, 
my recollection is that such was the complaint 
prior to 1840. 

Mr. HALL. The gentleman from North Caro- 
lina may be right, and the men employed in these 
armories, under the old regime, may have been too 


| much engaged in politics; but such has not been | 
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the country hasgone down. Revive the old party 
spirit which prevailed during the times of General 
Jackson, and the men at Harper’s Ferry would 
engage as zealously in politics as they did then. 

But | come down to present times, and to things 
about us, and ask the gentleman if he finds the 
men employed upon the wings of the Capitol, or 
of the Patent Office, or upon public works in Wash- 
ington, quitting their ca and holding public 
meetings, and making stump speeches during 
working hours? Such is notthe case. And why 
does he suppose it would be so at Springfield or 
Harper’s Ferry? 

Mr. STANLY. My friend is mistaken. Du- 
ring the canvass of 1844, the public officers of this 
city did leave their work, and went to Maryland, 
Virginia, and all over the whole Union, making 
stump speeches. 

Mr. HALL. But the gentleman well knows 
that those who did that were those who were re 
ceiving from the Government salaries of $1,000, 
$1,600 per annum and upwards, and not the hard 
laborers for the Government at two dollars a day 
—not the men who labor upon the erection of the 
wings of our Capitol, or at Harner’s Ferry, or 
Springfield. They have other business to attend 
to, and, moreover, cannotafford to lose their time 
in attending political meetings, and besides, their 
habits are not congenial to such employments. 

Would the gentlem’&in have military superin 
tendents wherever the Government has work to 
perform? Would he have them at the heads of 
the Departments? Would he have military men 
control all the work done in this District and every 
where else? 

Mr.STANLY. Iwill answer my friend. We 
do have military men, I suppose, to superintend 
the erection of fortifications. That is a branch of 

the engineering department; and they have civilians 
working under them to bring the brick and mor 
tar. I beg the gentleman to remember that the 
cadets at West Point are taught chemistry and 
mineralogy. ‘They are taught to know iron and 
its qualities, and of course they can tell when a 
piece of iron is fit to be made into a musket or a 
cannon. 

Mr. HALL. I admit that it is right to have 
military men superintend the erection of forts, be- 
cause this is a part of the education of military 
men, but it is no part of their education to learn 
the construction of arms and ordnance. That be- 
longs to practical mechanics. They only know 
how to command men with arms in their hands 
The gentleman seems, however, to think that the 
education of these men at West Point qualifies 
them to judge of the materials at Harper’s Ferry. 
Now, sir, | begto inform the gentleman, that neithe: 
under the military or civil system does the super- 
intendent buy the material. That is done by the 
Ordnance Department. And if they did, the gentle- 
man’s argument would not prevail, for when iron 
is purchased for the armory, how do superintend- 
ents know whether the iron is good, bad, or indif- 
ferent? They have a mechanic who understands 
the nature of iron, and who subjects it to certain 
tests. If he reports it as good, it is accepted; if, 
on the contrary, he reports it bad, it is rejected. 
It is true that he does not go through any chem- 
ical analysis, but by the knowledge acquired by 
long practice and labor, he, a simple mechanic, 
earning but one ortwo dollars a day, understands 
fully the process of determining its quality. 

So how does the mechanic, when he welds agun- 
|| barrel, know whether itis good? Not by putting 
it to a chemical test, but by putting it into a prov- 
ing house and charging it with powder and ball. 
Such are the ways of testing the quality of the 
metal, and hence [ say the argument of the gen- 
tleman fails. 

A great deal has been said about the relative 
expense of the two systems. | admit that the ex- 
pense of manufacturing guns has diminished, but 
[ repeat it is because the expense of all other sorts 
of manufacturing has diminished. jut [ wish 
|| the gentleman from North Carolina to answer 
whether an additional expense has not been in- 


' the case of late years, because the party spirit of \| curred under the military system which would 
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have been avoided under the civil system ? I ask 
him whether the most extravagant and expensive 
buildings and structures have not been erected 
under the military system, in order to gratify the 
eye and the taste of military men? At Harper’s 
Ferry, some ten or twelve years ago, when I lived 
there, they turned out as many arms as they 
do now under this military system. But the old 
buildings have been torn down, and other build- 
ings no better, but a little more tasty, put up. So 
itis with whole blocks which have been swept 
away and new ones substituted, merely because 
they offended the eye of those military gentle- 
men. 

| have no hostility to military men. I have no 
hostility to the military men who have been in 
charge at Harper’s Ferry. 1 know them person- 
ally, and I esteem them all highly, but I do think 
they have been extravagant, and have incurred 
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many expenses which would have been entirely | 


avoided under the civil system. 

Mr. EWING here obtained the floor, but yield- 
ed it to 

Mr. McLANAHAN, who moved that the com- 
mittee rise. 

The question was taken, and the motion was 
agreed to. 

The committee accordingly rose, and the Speak- 
er having resumed the chair, the Chairman of the 
committee (Mr. Brown, of Mississippi,) reported 
that the Committee of the Whole on the state of 
the Union had, according to order, had the state 
of the Union generally under consideration, and 
particularly House bill No. 336, making appropri- 
ation for the support of the Army, and had come 
to no resolutoin thereon. 

Mr. HOUSTON. I offér a resolution to close 
debate on the Army bill. 


PRESIDENTIAL VOTE. 


Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. I ask the gen- 
tleman from Alabama to allow me to ask the 
House to take up the Senate resolution, which 
was sentin here this morning, to appoint a joint 
committee to report the manner and mode of 
counting the presidential votes. 

Mr. HOUSTON. I waive my motion for that 
purpose, if it will not consume much time. 

No objection was made, and the resolution was 
taken up and read, as follows: 

Resolved, That a committee be appointed, to join such 
committee as may be appointed by the House of Represent 
atives, to ascertain and report a mode of examining the 
votes for Presidentand Vice President of the United States, 
and of notifying the persons elected of their election, 

“ And Mr. Hunver, Mr. Brigur,and Mr. Pearce were 
appointed a committee.”’ 

The question was taken, and the resolution was 
adopted. 

Mr. STANTON, of Ohio. IT trust [ may be 
allowed to withdraw from the files of the House 
certain papers. 

There was objection. 


PROPOSITION TO CLOSE DEBATE. 


Mr. HOUSTON. In orderto accommodate the 
gentleman from Kentucky, [Mr. Ewina,} I will 
modify the resolution I have submitted so that it 
will provide that the debate on the Army appro- 
sriation bill shall terminate in one hour after the 
eee shall again resume its consideration in the 
Committee of the Whole on thestate of the Union. 
I now call for the previous question on the adop- 
tion of the resolution. 

[Cries of ** Make it two hours!’ 
two hours !’’) 

Mr. TAYLOR. I move to amend the resolu- 
tion by substituting for ** one hour’’ ** two hours.”’ 
I understand that the gentleman from Virginia 
{Mr. Favu_kner] desires to speak after the gentle- 
man from Kentucky, and I think that in justice 
to him this amendment should be adopted. 

The SPEAKER, (Mr. Hatt in the chair.) 
Amendments are not in order, the previous ques- 
tion having been called for. 

Mr. FAULKNER. I understand the question 
now is on seconding the call for the previous ques- 
tion by the gentleman from Alabama. I hope the 


** Make it 


House will refuse to second «hat call, and will | 


make the resolution provide for the closing of de- 
bate two hours after the consideration of the bill 


shall be again resumed in the Committee of the. 


Whole on the state of the Union. 
Mr. STANLY. We have been discussing this 
bill strictly in order, and I move to lay the reso- 


August 30th, 1842. || 


lution on the table, that other gentlemen may have 
a chance to be heard. 

Mr. HOUSTON. I demand the yeas and nays 
on that proposition. 

Mr. FREEMAN. I desire to say one word. 
It is very well known that the gentleman from 
Virginia [Mr. Favixner] represents the district 
in which Harper’s Ferry armory is situated. 

{Cries of ** Order! ’’ ** Order !’”} 

Mr. FREEMAN. He ought to be permitted 
to speak, order or no order! 

[Renewed cries of ** Order!’’ ** Order!’’} 

The SPEAKER. Discussion is not in order. 

Mr. SWEETSER. I move that the House do 
now adjourn. I believe that is in order. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair hopes that the 
gentleman will withdraw his motion to adjourn to 
enable him to lay before the House several Exec- 


| utive communications, represented to be of some 


mmportance, that they may be referred. 

Mr. SWEETSER. I withdraw the motion to 
adjourn, for that purpose. 

The SPEAKER laid before the House the fol- 
lowing message from the President of the United | 
States: 


To the House of Representatives: 

Since my last message to your honorable body, commu- | 
nicating a report from the Treasury Department, in answer 
to your resolution of the 3d instant, in reference to the com- 
pensation of weighers and gaugers, further communications | 
on that subject have been received from New Orleans, 
which have just been reported to me by the Secretary of 
the Treasury, and which I deem it my duty to communi- | 
cate to the House. MILLARD FILLMORE. 

WASHINGTON, January 27, 1853. 


On motion by Mr. STANTON, of Ohio, re- 
ferred to the Committee on the Judiciary, and 
ordered to be printed. 

Also, a communication from the War Depart- 
ment, transmitting two hundred and fifty copies 
of the official Army Register for 1853, for the use 
of the House of Representatives, in conformity 


with its resolutions of February Ist, 1830, and || 


On motion by Mr. PHELPS, it was laid on the | 
table, and ordered to be printed. 
Mr. MEADE. I move to reconsider the vote 
by which the message from the President first laid | 
before the House was referred to the Committee 
on the Judiciary. It seems tome that it ought to 
go to the Committee on Commerce. ; 
Mr. STANTON, of Ohio. The gentleman, 


| perhaps, is not aware that by a former reference, | 


| a half a dozen or dozen of communications on the 


same subject have gone to the Committee on the | 
Judiciary. 
Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. They have had a | 
wrong reference, then. 
Mr. STANTON. They are with regard to the | 
construction of the laws regulating gaugers and | 


weighers. || 


Mr. MEADE. I withdraw my motion. 
The SPEAKER laid before the House a com- | 
munication from the War Department, transmit- 


20th, 1818, and August 26th, 1842, and resolution 
of the House of Representatives, of 13th January, | 
1846, lists of the clerks and other persons em- 
ployed in that Department, other than officers of | 
the Army, during the year 1852. 
Also, a communication from the same Depart- | 


ting, in compliance with the acts approved April } 
| 
} 
| 
| 
| 


tieth section of the act approved 26th of August, 
1842, statements of the expenditures from appro- | 
yriations for contingencies of that Department and | 
its bureaus, for the fiscal year ending June 30th, | 
1852. | 
Also, a communication from the Navy Depart- | 
ment, transmitting, in compliance with the twen- 
tieth section of the act of Congress approved Au- 
gust 26th, 1842, a detailed statement of the expend- 
itures of the contingent fund of that Department 
and its several bureaus, for the fiscal year ending 





Also, a communication from the same Depart- 
ment, transmitting, in compliance with the reso- 


| 
June 30th, 1852. } 
| 


| lution of the House of Representatives of June 


14th, 1848, a report from the Fourth Auditor of | 


the Treasury Department, exhibiting in tabular || 
form the allowance of the several officers of the || 


Navy and Marine Corps of the United States, to- | 


to the Coast Survey during the last fiscal year, and | 


| ment, transmitting, in compliance with the twen- | 


} 


| gether with the lists of officers of the Navy attached || 


‘| the entire compensation paid to each out of the || 
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appropriations applicable to coast survey purposes 
for the fiscal year ending June 30th, 1852. F 

Also, a communication from the same Depart. 
ment, transmitting, in compliance with the acts of 
Congress approved 2ist of April, 1808, and the 3q 
of March, 1843, a list of contracts entered into h 
the Bureau of Navy-Yards and Docks, and an ab. 
stract of offers received for furnishing articles un- 
der the cognizance of that Bureau since the date 
of its last report in October, 1851. 

All of which were, on motion, ordered to be 
laid on the table and printed. 

Mr. SWEETSER. I move that the House do 
now adjourn. 

The question was taken, and the motion was 
agreed to. Thereupon the Hous@adjourned jl) 
to-morrow at twelve o’clock, m. 








PETITIONS, &e. 
The following petitions and memorials were presented 
under the rule, and referred to the appropriate committees: 


By Mr. ROBBINS: The petition of Joshua Bethell ang 
20 other citizens of Philadelphia county, asking Congress 
to so modity the act of September 28th, 1850, as to give to 
each person intended to be benefited thereby, and to sea. 
men and marines, not less than one hundred and six 
acres of land. 

By Mr. BURROWS: The petition of Henry Jenkins ang 
others, citizens of the State of New York, praying for tie 
extension of Uri Emmons’s patent for a cylindrical planing 
machine. : 

Also, the petition of Richard Reed and others, citizens 
of the State of New York, on the same subject. 

By Mr. THOMAS M. HOWE: The petition of John Ma- 
gill, Robert Porter, Edward McCorkle, and others, praying 
the establishment of a post route trom Pittsburg, in Allegany 
county, to saxonburg, in Butler county, Pennsylvania, 

By Mr. MOORE, of Louisiana: The petition of the legal 
representatives of Leonard Dyson, praying that the Rio 
Hondo claim of said Dyson, recommended for confirmation, 
but suspended, be now confirmed. 

By Mr. WELCH: The petition of citizens of Washing- 
ton and Athens counties, Ohio, fora mail route from Canaan- 
ville, in Athens county, to North Union post office, in 
Washington county. 

By Mr. BABCOCK: The petition of citizens of Fulton, 
New York, praying that a grant of land be made to the 
State of New York to construct a ship canal around Niag- 
ara Falls. 

By Mr. EASTMAN: The memorial of the Legislative 
Assembly of Wisconsin, approved February 26th, 1848, 
praying for an appropriation to complete the improvement of 
Grant river slough, at Potosi, Wisconsin. 

Also, the petiion of 115 citizens of Wisconsin, for same 
object. 

By Mr. ST. MARTIN: The memorial of several ship- 
owners, praying Congress to modify the act regulating the 
collection of duties on imports and tonnage. , 

By Mr. CHANDLER: The memorial of A. Hart and 
many other citizens of Phijadelphia, asking Congress to 
authorize the construction of a railroad for the eonveyance 
of the United States mail between Philadelphia and New 
York. 

By Mr. CLARK: The joint memorial of the Legislature 
of the State of Lowa, asking that the Government will re- 
lease to said State Fort Atkinson, together with the lands 
reserved for the use of said fort, for a normal manual Jabor 
and military institute, under the control and direction of 
the General Assembly of said State. , 


ty 


IN SENATE. 
Wepvespay, February 2, 1853. 
Prayer by the Chaplain, Rev. C. M. Burier. 


-Mr. ADAMS presented a petition of the trus- 
tees of Madison College, Sharon, Mississippi, 

raying a donation of land for the endowment of 
that college; which was referred to the Committee 
on Public Lands. 

Mr. WADE presented the petition of the heirs- 
at-law of Alexander Harper, praying remunera- 
tion for the services of said Harper during the war 
of the Revolution, and indemnity for losses; which 
was referred to the Committee on Revolutionary 
Claims. 

Mr. HAMLIN presented five petitions of in- 
habitants of Maine, praying that one hundred and 
sixty acres of land-may be granted to every man 
who served in any of the wars of the United States, 
or to his widow or children; which were referred 
to the Committee on Public Lands. 

Mr. MANGUM. I hold in my hand two res- 
olutions in the nature of memorials, from the 
Igggislature of North Carolina, one in favor of the 
erection of a marine hospital at or near Smithville 


_or Wilmington, in that State, and the other in 


favor of the abolition of the duty on railroad iron. 
The first I desire to have referred to the Com- 
mittee on Commerce, and the next to the Com- 
mittee on Finance, and that they be printed. _ 
nn were so referred, and ordered to be print- 
ed. 

Mr. WELLER presented the memorial of 
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Tames M. Crane, praying compensation for pub- 


| 


mittee on Public Lands were about to report a 
chine orders, resolutions, laws, and treaties of || bill for that purpose. 


the United States, in the California oe PAPERS WITHDRAWN AND REFERRED. 
rf sented on the sub- : : 

with the papers heretofore presen the he iin hae Bl Ty . ce 
iect, were referred to the Committee on Claims. = as 2 . 7 Mr. CLARKE, r was 

’ . rdered, That the petition of Rufus L. Baker, on the 

Mr. DAVIS presented the memorial of Charles || gies of the Senate, be referred to the Committee on Mili 
T. Jackson, praying that the question as to the | tary Affaire. 
origin of the discovery of the anesthetic effects | On motion by Mr. FOOT, it was 
of ether may be referred to a committee of emi- Ordered, That Elizabeth Bingham have leave to with- 
nent scientific gentlemen; which was referred to || draw her petition and papers. 
the Select Committee appointed on the subject. On motion by Mr. BAYARD, it was 

Mr. HOUSTON presented a petition of citizens Ordered, That Alonzo B. Davis have leave to withdraw 
of the States of Louisiana and Texas, praying |, his petition and papers. 


the establishment of a mail route from the mouth REPORTS FROM STANDING COMMITTEES 
ot the _ - eer eeenena Mr. SEWARD, from the Committee on Com- 
setae; Oe oe or merce, to which was referred the petition of Simeon 


he Post Offic Post Roads. . 
the I we fice and Post Road ‘al of the Ch Draper, reported a bill authorizing the Secretary 
Mr. FISH presented a memorial of the Cham- || o¢ the Treasury to issue a register to ihe steam- 


- ’ 2 Tv Tr > £ as s . 
ber of Commerce of New York, praying an ap ship Albatross; which was read and passed to the 
propriation for the removal of the sand bars, and || ...ond reading 


i ° orf ’ S T - . . 
deepening of eee rh k a rye North He also, from the same committee, to which was 
Carolina; which was referred to the Committee || referred the petition of John Miller, representing 


on Commerce. : that he is a native of Ireland, but that he has set- 

Also, the memorial of Pamela Brown, widow | tled in New York, and declared his intention of 
of the late Major General Jacob Brown, Com- || becoming a citizen of the United States, and pray- 
mander-in-Chief of the Army, praying to be al- ing that a register may be granted for a vessel built 
lowed a pension from the date of his death; which by him in that city, and also for any other vessels 
was referred to the Committee on Pensions. he may build, asked to be discharged from its fur- 

Mr. BORLAND presented a resolution of the | ther consideration on the ground that he was about 
Legislature of Arkansas, praying that a portion of | to report a general bill on the subject; which was 
the public land upon which Fort Smith is situated, | agreed to. 
may be granted for the use of schools in township He also, from the same committee, to which 
eight, north of range thirty-two west; which was | was referred the bill to authorize the Secretary of 
referred to the Committee on Pablic Lands. the Treasury to issue certificates of registry or 

Also, a resolution of the Legislature of Arkan- || enrollment to American-built vessels in certain 
sas, in favor of the removal of obstructions to the || cases, reported it back with an amendment. On 
navigation of the Arkansas, White, and Ouachita || his motion, the bill was read a second time and 
rivers; which was referred to the Committee on || considered as in Committee of the Whole. 
Commerce. It proposes to authorize the Secretary of the 

Also, a resolution of the Legislature of Arkan- || Treasury to issue certificates of registry or enroll- 
sas, in favor of the removal of the land office from | ment, as the case may require, to vessels built in 
Fayetteville to Huntsville, and an extension of the || the United States, owned in whole or in part bya 
land district; which was referred to the Committee || person or persons not citizens of the United States, 
on Public Lands. || but who shall have declared according to law their 

Mr. MALLORY presented a resolution of the || intentions to become such; which certificates shall 
Legislature of Florida, in favor of the sale of so || have the same force and effect for five years from 
much of the public lands contiguous to the navy- || their date, as if they had been issued to citizens of 
yard at Pensacola, as may not be necessary for |, the United States. ; 
the public use; which was referred to the Com- | The amendment reported by the committee was 
mittee on Public Lands, and ordered to be printed. || to add, ‘* and if during the said five years the said 

Also, a resolution of the Legislature of Florida, || ‘person or persons so receiving a register shall 
in favor of the removal of obstructions to naviga- || ‘have become a citizen or citizens of the United 
tion in the Acklawaha river; which was referred || ‘ States, the said register shall be perpetual.”’ 
to the Committee on Commerce, and ordered to The amendment was agreed to; the bill was re- 
be printed. 

Mr. HOUSTON presented the petition of Philip 
Gormley, a contractor for furnishing stone for the 
addition to the Capitol, representing that he had | 
been deprived of his contract. He requested that 
the petition might be read, and the Secretary pro- 
ceeded to read it. The petition states that the pe- | 
titioner, who is a resident of Georgetown, became 
the contractor with Dr. Piper, the original con- 
tractor for supplying the Capitol with blue stone, 
and hauling the stone from the landing-place to 
the work. Subsequently, Piper sold his contract 
to Bartlett Smith, of New York, who renewed the 
contract with the petitioner to do the hauling. A 
contract was drawn up and signed by a Mr. Mor- 
sell,as agent for Smith, and was witnessed by | 
Strong; and the only copy of the instrument was 
placed in Strong’s hands for safe-keeping. The 
petitioner commenced hauling in August, 1851, 


was concurred in, and the bill was ordered to be 
engrossed for a third reading. 


the bill might be read a third time. 

Mr. BRADBURY objected. 

Mr. WELLER, from the Committee on Pen- 
sions, to which were referred the following bills 
from the House of Representatives, reported them 
back without amendment: 

An act for the relief of Nathan H. Darling; and 

An act for the relief of Gilman Smith, of Syca- 
more, in the State of Illinois. 

He also, from the same committee, to which 
was referred the petition of Anna Norton and 
Louis Foskit, submitted a report thereon; which 
was ordered to be printed. 

Mr. DAVIS, from the Committee on Com- 
D merce, to which were referred the petition of Selina 
and continued until the 18th of May, 1852, when || ©. Sumner; a memorial of shipmasters of New 
he was served with a notice to discontinue. The || Bedford; and a petition of underwriters and ship- 
petitioner was proceeding to enter the Capitol with || owners of New York, submitteda report, accom- 
a load of stone, when one of the superintendents panied by a bill for the purchase of a copyright 
prevented him, saying Mr. Strong had given or- | of a work published by Thomas H. Sumner, 
ders that he should not be permitted to do so. || wherein he describes his new method of ascer- 
Upon the petitioner proceeding to enter, two offi- || taining a ship’s position at sea; which was read, 
cers were brought, who ordered him to desist, | and passed to the second reading. 
under the penalty of arrest. He therefore had to || The report was ordered to be printed. 
discontinue the hauling, and another person was | 
engaged to do it. 

On the motion of Mr. BADGER, the further 
reading of the petition was dispensed with, and 
it was referred to the Select Committee on Bri- 
bery, Frauds, and Corruption. 

_Mr. FITZPATRICK presented a memorial of 
citizens of Alabama—settlers on the lands re- 
served for the Mobile and Chicago railroad—pray- 
ing to be allowed to prove their preémption rights; 
hich was ordered to lie on the table, as the Com- |; 


| second reading. 
The report was ordered to be printed. 


ordered to be printed. 
He also, from tl 
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ported to the Senate as amended, the amendment | 


Mr. SEWARD asked unanimous consent that | 


Mr. GEYER, from the Committee on Pensions, 
to which was referred the petition of Mary Brog- 
nard, submitted a report, accompanied by a bill 
for her relief; which was read, and passed to the 


He also, from the same committee, to which 
was referred the memorial of Nancy Whiting, 
submitted an adverse report thereon; which was | 
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were referred the documents relating to the claim 
of Rhoda Frisbee, submitted an adverse report 


| thereon; which was ordered to be printed. 


Mr. FOOT, from the Committee on Pensions, 


| to which was referred the bill from the House of 


Representatives for the relief of Mary Pearson, 


reported it without amendment. 


He also, from the same committee, to which 
were referred the following memorials, documenta, 
and petitions, asked to be discharged from the 
further consideration thereof; which was agreed to: 
Petition of Thaddeus Scott, one of the children 
of William Scott, and administrator of Susannah 
| Scott, his widow, praying to be allowed the pen- 
sion to which she was entitled under the act of 
July 7, 1838; 

_ Petition of Katy White, praying arrears of pen- 
sion; 

Memorial of Mary Carlton, praying a pension; 
| Additional documents in support of the claim of 
| Brinton Paine to a pension; 

Additional documents in relation to the claim of 
Avery Downer to a pension; 

| Petition of Jane Kearney, praying a pension or 
bounty land; 

Petition of John F. Webb, praying that the chil- 

| dren of John Webb, deceased, .may be patd the 

amount of pension their father would have received 

under the act of 15th May, 1828, had he lived 

until that time; 

Petition of Lucretia W. Hubbard, for herself 
and other children of Elijah Ransom, deceased, 
praying to be allowed the pension to which he 
would have been entitled under the act of May 15, 
1828, had he lived until that time; and 

Petition of Robert Steele, praying that the chil- 
dren of John Steele, an officer in the war of the 
Revolution, may be allowed the pension which 
| their father would have received under the act of 
| May 15, 1828, had he survived the date of its 
| approval. 

Mr. SEBASTIAN, from the Committee on In- 
dian Affairs, to which were referred the following 
petitions and documents, submitted adverse re- 

| ports thereon: 

| Memorial of H.P. Dorsey, of California, pray- 
| ing indemnity for depredations committed by the 
Indians; 

Memorial of M. M. Marmaduke and others, 
praying indemnity for depredations committed by 
the Indians; and 

Documents in relation to the claim of Edward 
J. Jackson, praying indemnity for a mule stolen 
by the Indians in the winter of 1851. 


MEXICAN BOUNDARY SURVEY. 


Mr. WELLER. I am instructed by the Select 
Committee on the subject of the Mexican bound- 
ary, to which was referred the message of the 
President of the United States of the 12th of Janu- 
| ary, to submit a report, and I ask that it may be 
printed. It is the opinion of the committee that 
| the offices of Commissioner and Surveyor on the 
part of the United States, on the Mexican Bound- 
ary Commission, terminated on the Ist day of 
January last, and that there are now no persons 
legally filling those offices. 

The report was ordered to be printed. 


| ADDITIONAL POST ROUTES. 


Mr. ADAMS submitted the following resolu- 
tion; which was considered by unanimous consent, 
and agreed to: 


Resolved, That the Committee on the Post Office and 
Post Roads be instructed to inquire into the expediency of 
establishing a tri-weekly mail route from Aberdeen, Mis- 
sissippi, to Yazoo City, in said State; also a weekly mail 
route from Fulton, Mississippi, to Thompson’s store, in 
Itawamba county, thence to the cross roads, thence to Max 
cy’s mills, and thence to Fulton. 


CHESAPEAKE AND OHIO CANAL. 


The Senate proceeded to consider the message 
from the House of Representatives, requesting an 
attested copy of the bill entitled ‘* An act directing 

| a survey and estimate of the cost of constructing 
|acanal basin at the terminus of the Chesapeake 
and Ohio Canal in Georgetown,;”’ and it was con- 
curred in. 
MESSAGE FROM THE HOUSE. 

A message from the House of Representatives 

was received, by Mr. Forney, its Clerk, announ- 


cing that it had concurred in the resolution passed 
by the Senate, for the appointment of a committee 
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1e same committee, to which || to ascertain and report a mode of examining the 
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votes for President and Vice President of the Uni- 
ted States, and of notifying the persons elected of 
their election; and that it had oe Mr. 
Georce W. Jones, of Tennessee, Mr. Cuannver, 
of Pennsylvania, Mr. Joun G. Davis, of Indi- 
ana, Mr. Avexanver H. Srernens, of Georgia, 
and Mr. Dean, of New York, the committee on 


their part. 


‘ 


NOTICE OF A BILB. 

Mr. FOOT gave notice of his intention to ask 
leave to introduce a bill for the relief of Margaret 
Barnett, only surviving heir of Lieutenant Colonel 
David Greer, of the Army of the Revolution. 


GENERAL RILEY. 

The bill for the relief of Brevet Brigadier Gen- 
eral Bennet Riley, and to enable him to settle his 
accounts with the United States, was read a third 
time and passed. 

CENSUS RETURNS. 

Mr. BORLAND. I offer the following reso- 
lution: 

Resolved, ‘That the Committee on Printing be instructed 
to inquire and report, by bill or otherwise, what measures 
shall betaken for the printing of the returns of the Sev 
enth Census. 

I ask the unanimous consent of the Senate to 
consider the resolution at this time, and I suppose 
there will be no objection to it. There is a uni- 
versal demand for the publication of the returns of 
the late census. Itis a matter thathas been on hand 
forsometime. ‘The Committee on Printing have 
deemed it best to take some action on the subject, 
and they suppose it to be proper that there should, 
in the first place, be an order of the Senate for 
their action. 

The resolution was considered, by unanimous 
consent, and agreed to. 

WAREHOUSING SYSTEM. 

Mr. HUNTER. lI ask the general consent of 
the Senate to give me the residue of the morning 
hour, for the purpose of taking up the bill to 
** extend the warehousing system, by etablishing 
private bonded warehouses, and for other pur- | 
poses.’’ If it gives rise to debate, I shall, at one 
o’clock, when the special order comes up, give 
way. I hope the Senate will agree to take up that 
bill now. 

Mr. RUSK. There is a measure pending be- 
fore the Senate, which I think it to be my special 
duty to press forward. Itis a matter of general 
interest. I refer to the Pacific railroad bill, and I 
cannot allow any other matter to interfere with it. 

Mr. HUNTER. I only ask for the morning 
hour, 

Mr. RUSK. But the difficulty about that ar- 
rangement is, that this bill will be left unfinished, 
and the whole subject will have to be gone over 
again to-morrow. ‘That course of proceeding em- 
barrasses us very much. Yesterday we took up 
a particular matter, through courtesy to one of our 
members, and it was left as the unfinished business, 
and upon it another gentleman has the floor to- | 
day, and we cannot, without discourtesy towards | 
him, deprive him of it. I think the better policy | 
is to keep on with the consideration of one subject 
until we dispose of it, and not to have three or 
four things pending at the same time. I think that 
the Pacific railroad bill will not take more than two | 
days at the furthest to determine it one way or the 
other. When that is disposed of, we shall then 
be clear of it, and can go on with other business. 

Mr. DAVIS. I desire to ask the honorable 
chairman of the Select Committee on the railroad | 
question whether he proposes to call up that bill 
this morning? 

Mr. RUSK. I desire to call it up at the earliest 
possible moment. 

Mr. HUNTER. It is suggested to me that it 
requires unanimous consent to take up the bill 
which I have proposed to take up during the morn- 
ing hour. Is that so? 


The PRESIDENT. The Chair is of the opin- | 


ion that it only requires a majority to pass over 
the previous orders and take up the bill. 

Mr. BRADBURY. T shall not oppose the 
motion of the honorable Senater from Virginia, 
because he contemplates acting on a practical meas- | 
ure; but I wish to eall the attention of the Senate | 
to the bill from the‘House regulating the fees of | 
clerks, marshals, and attorneys, which was re- | 
ported by the Committee on the Judiciary, with | 
sundry amendments, somedays since. I wish to | 


give notice that | shall to-morrow, during the 
morning hour, ask the Senate to take up the bill 
and act upon it, in order that the amendments may 
be sent to the House in time for their action 
during this session. 

The motion of Mr. Hunter was agreed to, and 
the bill ‘*to extend the warehousing system by 


establishing private bonded warehouses, and for | 


other purposes,” was read the second time, and 
considered as in Committee of the Whole. 

Mr. HUNTER. 
very brie fly the objects of this bill. 
to amend the existing warehouse law in two im- 
portant particulars. As 
have, in certain large ports, public warehouses, 
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Mr. President, I will state 
It proposes | 


the law now stands, we | 
|| ator from Pennsylvania will be granted. 


and no goods can go into private bonded ware- | 


houses until the public warehouses are full. 
objection on the part of depositors and merchants, 
is, that the public warehouses in some places, par- 


ticularly at New York, are in inconvenient posi- | 


tions, and that the amounts deposited are so large 
that it is impossible to obtain insurance upon 
them. There was lately danger of a fire in one of 
those warehouses, and none of the goods, | be- 
lieve, had been insured, on that account. 

Besides this, it has been found, so far as the ex- 


periment has gone, thatit is cheaper and better, in || 


every way, to store in the private bonded ware- 
houses; or, in other words, to leave this branch of 
business open to individual competition. In Great 
Britain, where there is much larger experience on 


The | 


this subject than we have, it has been found to be | 


the preferable system. Sut in order to test the 


matter fully, it is proposed in this bill that the | 


public warehouses which we now have on lease | 


shall be retained, -but that the depositor shall have 
his option of depositing the goods in the private or 
in the public warehouses, witha further provision, 
which we think experience justifies—for this bill 
has been examined at the Treasury Department, 


as well as by the Committee on Finance—that | 


when these leases expire, (and they are mostly 


leases for long terms,) the public warehouses shall | , 
|| was made the special order for this day. 


no more be rented, except in those small ports 
where we cannot introduce the private bonded 


warehouse system, and where some public store | 


may be necessary. That is the material amend- 
ment. 

There is also another provision. 
tofore required the owners of private bonded ware- 
houses to pay for our inspectors; for, as a matter 
of course, the buildings and goods had to be placed 
under the charge of the Government inspectors. 
They have complained, and I think with reason, 
that this charge weighed heavily on them, for it 
has been a source of some revenue. We have de- 
rived from it more than our actual expenditure. 
Instead of that, it is proposed in this bill, that 
the proprietors of private bonded warehouses shall 
pay a certain sum for their license, which sum 
will be enough to cover all the charges of inspec- 
tion, in lieu of the fees now charged, which have 
proved vexatious, and been the occasion of suits. 


The only other material provision of the bill is, | 


that it extends the period during which goods 
may be deposited in warehouse, so as to corre- 
spond with the old debenture system. Before the 
warehouse system was adopted, importers could 
at any time within three years, reéxport goods 
imported. It is proposed now to allow them to 
deposit in the public warehouses for three years, 
whether for reéxportation or withdrawal for do- 
mestic consumption. That is an alteration of the 
existing law, which stands thus: You may de- 
posit for two years, if the object is to reéxport, 
but only for one year if the object is to withdraw 
the goods for domestic consumption. This dif- 
ference has made a serious inconvenience, because 
when goods have been withdrawn for consump- 
tion, the parties have been permitted, in some in- 
stances, to return them within two years; and the 
old debenture system has thus been reintroduced, 
although it was the object of the law establishing 
the warehousing system to destroy it. To do 
away with all these difficulties and all that com- 
plicity, as well ‘as to give our navigating trade 
the advantage of the storage of the goods of the 
world here, and to give to owners of property in 
our cities the advantages of the profit derived from 
storing goods, it is proposed to extend this time 
to three years. 
ions of the bill. 

Mr. BRODHEAD. | am not exactly satisfied 
with that provision of this bill which extends the 


|| from Virginia, [Mr. Mason.] 


We have here- } 





| time for depositing goods in Warehouses to three 
fears. That is so much credit; it is giving the 
importer that much time to pay the import duties 
| But as we cannot proceed with the discussion oj 
| this bill at this time, I shall forbear making any 
remarks upon the subject, for I understand the 
bill was to be taken up only during the mornino 
hour. The bill may be right, but 1 want a little 
| further time to look into it. I do not understand 
its provisions exactly. [ do not know what igs to 
be its effect upon the revenue, and upon the 
amount of goods imported. I hope, therefore 
that it will be suffered to lie over until to-morrow, 
Mr. MILLER. I hope the request of the Sen. 
: There 
is one section in this bill—that which has bee 
referred to by him—which I think requires the 
consideration of the Senate before it be adopted, 
and I may wish to be heard upon it. | hope, 
therefore, that the Senator from Virginia will con- 
sent to let it lie over. 
Mr. HUNTER. The Senator can move to 
postpone it until to-morrow in the morning hour 
Mr. MILLER. I move to postpone the fur- 
ther consideration of this bill until to-morrow at 
half-past twelve o’clock. 
The motion was agreed to. 


REORGANIZATION OF THE NAVY. 


Mr. STOCKTON. I move that the Senate pro- 
ceed to the consideration of the bill to organize the 
Navy of the United States. 

Mr. CASS. I would suggest to the honorable 
Senator from New Jersey, that the Senator from 
Louisiana, [Mr. Downs,] agreeably to all our cus- 
tom, has the floor for the day on the subject which 
was discussed yesterday by the honorable Senator 
Having got the 
floor yesterday afternoon, and having come here 
prepared to address the Senate to-day, I think we 
should hear him. 

Mr. STOCKTON. This bill is a very import 
ant one, and at the beginning of the last week, it 
I am of 
the opinion that it would occupy but a very short 
time. I do net think it will give rise to any pro- 
longed discussion, and | believe that within an 
hour we may be able to dispose of it. Perhaps 
that course will meet the wishes of the honorable 
Senator from Louisiana. 

Mr. CASS. I do not think there is the least 
prospect of carrying such a bill through without 
discussion. I have great confidence in the honor- 
able Senator from New Jersey, but his bill is one 
which will necessarily provoke discussion. We 
| cannot reorganize such an arm of the national de- 
| fense as the Navy without mature examination. | 
| therefore suggest, that it would be better to allow 
that bill to lie over until the Senator from Louisi- 
ana shall have been heard. 

Mr. HALE. I wish to make one suggestion 
to the Senator from New Jersey. I understand 


|| from him that he has prepared a number of amend- 


| ments which he intends to offer when his bill shall 
| be taken up. I would suggest, therefore, that the 
| bill be taken up, and that the Senator from New 
Jersey submit his amendments. They can be 
printed, and then the bill can lie over until to-mor 
row. 

Mr. BADGER. That is a fair compromise. 

Mr. CASS. That is the first time, t think, the 
Senator from New Hampshire has been for a com- 
promise. [Laughter.] 

Mr. STOCKTON. I do not like compromises 





These are the material provis- | 


of that kind where the advantages seem to be all 
on one side. [ would prefer yielding, as a matter of 
courtesy, to the Senator from Louisiana, rather 
than bargain for what I am quite disposed to give 
without a contract; but if it please the Senate, I 
will take advantage of the suggestion of the Sena- 
tor from New Hampshire. 

The motion to take up the bill was agreed to. 

Mr. STOCKTON. It would not be fair for me 
now to make the speech which I intended, as I have 
ageeed to give way to the Senator from Louisiana; 
but, at the suggestion of the Senator from New 
Hampshire, I submit the amendments which I in- 
tend to offer, and ask that they may be laid upon 
the table and printed for the use of the Senate. 

The motion was agreed to. 

Mr. STOCKTON. I now move that the further 
consideration of the bill be postponed until to-mor- 
| row, at one o’clock. 
| The motion was agreed to. 
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THE TEHUANTEPEC GRANT. 

The PRESIDENT. The hour has arrived for 
the consideration of the special order of the day, 
which is the unfinished business of yesterday, 

eing the resolutions reported from the Committee 
on Foreign Relations in reference to the Tehuan- 
tepec grant. 

‘Mr. RUSK. Ido not rise for the purpose of 
making any motion on that subject, but to make 
an appeal to the honorable Senator from Louisiana, 
who has the floor upon it. The Senator from 
Mississippi [Mr. Brooke] desires to address the 
Senate upon the subject, and so does the Senator 
from New York, [Mr. Sewarp.] It is therefore 
clear that we can come to no conclusion upon it 
to-day. The Pacific railroad bill isa matter of 
importance, which, I think, will not be debated 
much further; and inasmuch as the Tehuantepec 
juestion cannot be brought to a conclusion to-day, 
| hope the honorable Senator will agree to let it go 
over until Monday, at which time the Senator 
from Mississippi desires to. express his views. 
On that day we can hear the Senator from Loui- 
siana on the subject, and go on regularly with the 
debate. It is, however, a m&tter dependent upon 
himself, and under the circumstances, I shall in- 
‘expose no objection to his going on to-day, if he 
wishes It. 

Mr. DOWNS. I would readily assent to the 

request of the honorable Senator from Texas, but 
[ think the object he has in view can be accom- 
plished in another way. I wish to speak on this 
ubject, and I shall not speak long, probably not 
in hour, certainly not more, and then the honora- 
ble Senator can have his bill taken up and we can 
go on with it. IL would prefer that that course 
should be pursued. The discussion on the Tehuan- 
tepec matter has reached such a stage that | would 
prefer going on now. 

Mr. RUSK. I shall not press my suggestion. 

Mr. DOWNS then addressed the Senate at 
creat length, in favor of compelling Mexico toa 
rigid adherence to her plighted faith to our citizens 
under the Garay grant, sustaining all the views of 
the report of Mr. Mason on that subject. [His 
speech will be found in the Appendix. ] 

Mr. SEWARD. This is a very important 
question, perhaps quite as important as any which 
has engaged the attention of the Senate during 
the presentsession. I desire to be heard upon it. 

Mr. BADGER. Move to postpone it. 

Mr. SEWARD. I am under the direction of 
the Senate in that respect. 

Mr. RUSK. I hope the Senator will move to 
postpone the further consideration of the subject 
till Tuesday next. , 

Mr. SEWARD. I! will move to postpone the 
further consideration of the resolutions until Tues- 
day next, and that they be made the special order 
for that day. 

The motion was agreed to 


RAILROAD TO THE PACIFIC. 


The Senate, as in Committee of the Whole, re- 
sumed the consideration of the ** bill for the pro- 
‘tection of the emigrant route and a telegraphic 
‘line; and for an overland mail between the Mis- 
‘souri river and the settlements in California and 

Oregon.”’ 

The pending question- being on the amendment 
reported from the Select Committee to strike out 
all after the enacting clause, and insert the follow- 
ing, and amend the title to read: 


A bill to provide for the construction of a railroad and tel- 
egraphic line from the valley of the Mississippi to the 
Pacific ocean. 

_ That it shall be the duty of the President of the United 

“tates to cause to be constructed, so soon as it may be prac- 

ticable after the passage of this act, a railroad and tele 

graphic line connecting the valley of the Mississippi with 
the Pacifie ocean, at such points as he may designate, and 
upon the terms and conditions hereinafter prescribed. And 

t shall be the duty of the said President to select the gen- 

cral route for the said railroad and line, designating the moun- 

(ain passes between the Atlantic and Pacific oceans through 

which they shall be constructed, but leaving the interme- 

diate portions to be located by the individuals or compm@®ies 
that shall be employed to construct the said road and line : 
subject, however, to his approval. ‘The said selection shall 
be made at as early a day as may be practicable, consist- 
ently with the judicious choice of the site of said road, 
and such other preliminary arrangements as shall insure 
the speedy prosecution and permanent construction of the 
work. And that, in order to obtain the most accurate in- 

‘ormation on the subject, the President of the United States 

be, and he is hereby, authorized to employ such military 

officers and troops as he may deem necessary, and also civil 
engineers, not exceeding ten in number: Provided, never- 


theless, That before the said road shall be located or con- | 
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structed through any State, the consent of the Legislature 
thereof to the provisions contained in Uhis act, shall be first 
had and obtained ; and in selecting the site of the said road. 
the President shall have due regard to the expense and 
grades thereof, and the intercourse, commerce, military 
defense, and protection of the whole country. 

Sec. 2. .4nd heit further enacted, Thata right of way. 
not exceeding three hundred feet in width, be, and the same 


is hereby, granted along the entire length of the proposed 
railroad and telegraphic line, through the public lands in 


the United States, to be held and set apart for the uses and 
¢ purposes of the said road and telegraphic line forever ; and 

that all stone, timber, and other materials, of 
character and descripuon, on the public lands, in the vicin 
ity of said road and line, be, and the same are hereby, 
made subject to the uses and purposes of said road and line, 
as well in the construction thereof, as in supplying the 
same with necessary furniture and machinery ; 
available, as occasion may require, by those employed in 
the construction or the management and working of said 
road and line. 

Sec. 3. And be it further enacted, That, for the purpose 
of aiding in the construction of the said railroad and line of 
telegraph, there shall be, and are hereby, appropriated and 
set apart alternate sections of the public lands, 
by odd numbers, for six miles on each side of the said road 
where the same shall be constructed through any State or 
States, and for twelve miles on each side of the said road 
where the same shall be constructed through the Territories 
of the United States; and in cases where the public do 
main adjacent to the said road may not be sufficient to ena 
ble the Government to carry into effect the above provisigns, 
then, and in that event, any deficiency that may exist shall 
be supplied from the public domain nearest te the point at 
which such deficiency shall exist, and be selected in alter 
nate sections, as aforesaid ; and @ sum notto exceed twenty 
millions of dollars, in bonds of the United States, bearing 
an interest of five per cent. per annum, and redeemable in 
fifty years; the said lands and bonds to be made available 
in the manner hereinafter provided. 

Sec. 4. And be it further enacted, That the said road 
shall be constructed throughout in a thorough, substantial, 
workmanlike manner, with all necessary drains, culverts, 
bridges, viaducts, crossings, turnouts, sidings, station 
Watering-places, and all other appurtenants, including the 
complete equipment of locomotives of sufficient speed and 
capacity, commeodious and comfortable passenger cars and 
freight cars adapted to the business to be done; and said 
contract shall so cover, in detail, all of these provisions, as 

@ to secure the construction, maintenance, and equipment of 
a road at all times equal, in both respects, to a road of the 
first class, when thoroughly organized for business; and 
shall also provide, in a manner satisfactory to the President, 
for the constant supervision of a sufficient number of com 
petent, skillful engineers, to be employed by said company ; 
and also for the employment of engineers in the service of 
the Government, as is herein provided, if he deems such a 
measure expedient; the gauge of said road to be uniform 
throughout, and of such a width as the President approves, 
and the rails of the best quality, weighing not less than 
sixty-four pounds to the yard, and of such form as he may 
direct. 

Sec. 5. And het further enacted, That, so soon as the 
general route for the said road shall have been selected and 
determined upon, it shall be the duty of the President of the 
United States to cause advertisements to be published in at 
least two of the newspapers in each of the States, specify 
ing the various descriptions of work to be done, and in 
viting sealed proposals to execute the same, which pro 
posals shall be opened and examined ata time fixed, not 
exceeding six months after the date of such advertisements, 
in the presence of the heads of Departments and such other 
persons as may desire to attend; and said road shall be let 
to the lowest and best bidders, due regard being had to the 
evidences of their ability to comply with the terms of their 
contracts, and their trustworthiness in all respects, together 
with the security they may offer for the faithful perform 
ance of their engagements. 

Sec. 6. And be it further enacted, That whenever fifty 
miles of said road shall have been completed, in a manner 
satisfactory to the President of the United States, he shall 
cause a pro rata payment to be made, according to the terms 
of the contract for the work so completed, in the bonds of 
the Government, issued under the provisions of this act, and 
bya grantof four fifths of the public lands to which the com 
pletion of the said fifty miles may entitle said contractors, 
and so on for each successive fiflty miles, until the road shall 

*have been completed and the terins of their contracts com 
plied with, when they shall be entitled to receive the re 
maining fifth of said public lands; and in the event of a 
failure on the part of the contractors to comply with the 
terms of their contracts and the provisions of this act, the 
road, together with the appurtenances, including the run 
ning machinery and means of transportation, shall be for 
feited and become the property of the United States ; and, 
for the purpose of enabling the President of the United 
States, at all times, to know whether the provisions of this 
act, and the terms of the contracts, are being complied with, 
he is authorized, from time to time,to appoint a suitable 
number of engineers, as supervisors of the work, who shall, 
under his direction, make thorough and minute examina 
tions of the work as it advances, and report to him, as often 
as required, upon all matters and things submitted to their 
charge. 

Sec. 7. And he it further enacted, That so soon as the 
President shall determine who are the lowest and best bid 
ders for the construction of the said railroad and line of tele 
graph, and shall award the same, the said contractors shall 
enter into bonds in such sums as he may designate, with 
such security as he may approve, for the construction of 
euch railroad and line of telegraph, according to the terms 
and conditions of this act, and such further terms as the 
President may prescribe, designating th« length of road to 
be finished in each year, and providing that, in addition to 
the recovery of any and all penalties which may be desig 
nated in the bond, the said company shall, upon failure to 
comply with the terms of the contract, forfeit to the United 
States the said railroad and line of telegraph, with all their 


whatsoever 


to be mad 
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appurtenances, in luding running machinery and means of 
transportation. And in case of any such failure, the Presi 
dent of the United States shall readvertise, and relet to othe, 
contractors, so much of said railroad and line of telegraph as 
may remain unfinished, conforming, as nearly as may be 
in allrespects to the provisions of this act. 

Sec 8. An r it further enacted, That, in considerat on 
of the grant of the lands aforesaid, and the payment of th 
bonds before mentioned, the said company shall at al! 
times, and as often as required, transport on said road, and 
every part of the same, as soon as any part or the whol 
may be finished, the mails, troops, seamen, officers of the 
Army and Navy, and Officers or agents of the Government, 
ind of the Post Office Deparunent, while on duty, arime, 
ammunition, munitions of war, Army and Navy stores, 
funds, or property belonging to the Government of the United 
States, free from all charges to the Government, giving the 
United States at all times the preference ; and shall also 
transmit all official messages from the Government to any 
ot its officers, orfrom such officers to the Government, over 
said telegraphic line, free of charge. But should acase of 
emergency arise in consequence of a war with any foreign 
nation, in which the Government may require an extraor 
dinary amount of transportation, jeoparding the thir divi 
dends and profits of the contractors, in that event the Presi 
dent is hereby authorized to make an equitable and just 
allowance for such additional service; and should the 
President and the company be unable to agree upon the 
same, then the matter shall be referred to, and be deter 
inined by Congress. 

Sec. 9. And be it further enacted, That the said railroad 
and telegraph shall be completed in the shortest reasonabk 
time, not exceeding ten years ; thatthe bidders for the con 
struction of the same shall specify in their proposals the 
time required to complete the said road and line of tek 
graph, and the number of miles which they propose to com 
plete annually, which shall also be inserted in the contract ; 
and that Congress may at any time after the expiration of 
thirty years from the time said road and line of telegragh 
may be compieted, require the said company to surrender 
to the United States the said road and line of telegraph, 
with their equipments, appurtenances, and furniture, upon 
the payment to the said company of the cost of construction 
of the same, allowing ten per cent. profit upon their invest 
ments, deducting from the whole cost of said road the 
amount of the bonds paid to the said company and the pro 
ceeds of the lands granted to them And Congress may at 
alltimes regulate the tolls to be charged upon passengers 
ind freights, so as, with an economical management of said 
road, not to reduce the profits of said company below eight 
per cent. upon the investment, deducting therefrom the ad 
Government towards the construction 


vances mace by the 
of the same 

Se 10. .and he it further enacted. That the suid com 
pany, after they shall have commence d receiving tolls, shall 
be bound at all times to keep the said road provided with 
i sufficient number of suitable engines, cars, and vehicle 
for the transportation of persons and property, which, to 
gether with the road, shall be kept in good repair, and shall 
be obliged to receive at all proper times and places, persons 
and merchandise, and convey the same when the prescribed 
tolls therefor shall be paid or tendered ; and in the eventof 
non-payment of tolls or passage-money, after persons or 
merchandise shall have been transported, the said company 
shall have a right of lien on all baggage or other property 
sO transported, and may retain and sell the same, if neces 
sary ; and, in case of sale, shall return the proceeds thereof 
to the owners of said property, after deducting the amount 
of tolls or passage-money due, together with the necessary 
expenses Of the sale. 

Sec. Ll. And be it further enacted, That Congress may, 
at any time hereafter, authorize individuals, companies, or 
States, to form a connection between said railroad and any 
railroad or railroads under their control, respectively: Pro 
vided, That the locomotives, ergines, cars, and other 
vehicles on said road or roads shall be so constructed as to 
conform to the gauge of the said proposed railroad: .4nd 
provided, also, That the passengers and merchandise or 
commodities conveyed on such road or roads shall be sub 
jected to the charges for transportation which shal! be estab 
lished on said proposed railroad, and such other regulations 
as may be made by Congress upon this subject. 

Sec. 12. And be it further enacted, That the said com 
pany shall keep books in which shall be entered regular 
statements of all disbursements, expenditures, and receipts, 
setting forth specifica!ly the causes of said expenditures and 

urces whence said receipts are derived, together with a 
particular account of all accidents that may occur affecting 
property or life, or causing delays upon the road; which 
books shall be open at all times to the inspection of the 
President of the United States, the Secretary of the Treas 
ury, ormembers of Congress. And the said company shall 
make a report annually, to the Secretary of the Treasury, 
on the first day of October in each year, stating minutely 
and in detail the operations of the year preceding, accom 
panied by an exhibit of the fiscal concerns thereof, and a 
statement of the profits of the said road and telegraph, 
which shall be attested by the oaths of the treasurer and 
directors of the company, whieh shall be transmitted to 
Congress by the said Secretary at the beginning Of the next 
session thereafter. 

Sec. 13. And he it further enacted, That, for the pu: 
poses of this act, the contractors, their associates and suc 
cessors, are hereby created and constituted a body-politic 
and corporate by the name of “ The Pacific Railroad and 
Telegraph Company,” by which name they may sue and b« 
sued, plead and be impleaded, and have and enjoy all proper 
remedies atlaw and in equity, may organize and electsuch 
officers as they may deem necessary, and have and use a 
common seal; they may also open books and jysue certifi 
cates of stock, and perform all other acts necessary to carr 
into effect the provisions herein contained: Provided,/ 
ever, That the provisions of this act shall have no force nor 
effect whatever within the limits of any State without th 
consent of the Legi-iature of 1 State previously had and 
obtained 

Sec. 14. And be 
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cause the public lands through which it passes to be sur- 
veyed; and whenever, in his judgment, the same may be 
necessary, order troops and military escorts to accompany 
and protect the persons engaged in the construction of said 
road. 

Mr. SMITH. I desire to move a slight amend- 
ment to thé amendment, with a view to correctan 
incongruity which appears in the fourth section 
of the bill. I move to strike out the word 
‘‘ throuchout,’”’ in the second line of that section, 
and to insert the words, ** by contract as herein- 
after provided,’’ so that the section will read thus: 
‘that the said road shall be constructed by con- 
tract as hereinafter provided,” &c. 

Mr. RUSK. That correction is necessary to 
make the sense of what is there perfectly plain. 

Mr. NORRIS. 1 raise a point of order. Is 


there not an amendment to an amendment alread y 


vending ? 

The PRESIDENT. The Chair understood that 
yesterday this bill, by unanimous consent, was 
substituted as the special order, in place of the 
bill introduced by the Senator from California, 
{[Mr. Gwin.] It is therefore open to amendment. 
It was not adopted as an amendment to the bill of 
the Senator from California. 

Mr. NORRIS. This is reported by the com- 
mittee as a substitute, striking out all after the 
enacting clause of the bill which was referred to 
them, and inserting what they report. That is the 
record. 


Mr. RUSK. 


I will explain to the honorable 


Senator, that bill No. 396, which is now before us, | 


was substituted as the special order in place of bill 
No. 560, which then took its ee re on the 
ealendar. The report from the Special Committee 
is to strike out all of bill No. 396, which is now 
before us as an independent bill, after the enacting 
clause, and insert the amendment which has been 
read by the Clerk, as a substitute. 
a substitute, it is open to amendment before the 
question istaken on the striking out of the original 
bill and inserting. 

Mr. NORRIS. Really I do not understand 
this. ‘This amendment having been adopted in- 
stead of the original bill 

Mr. RUSK. The Senator is mistaken in that. 
This bill is notadopted. The other bill is on the 
calendar, and it was so stated yesterday. The 
bill now before us, is only substituted on the cal- 
endar as the special order in place of bill No. 560. 
It is not a substitute for that bill itself by any 
means. It is only substituted as the special order. 

Mr. BORLAND. I would suggest to the hon- 
orable Senator from New Hampshire, that his 
difficulty is avoided by this view of the subject: 
The bill No. 560, which was under consideration 
before the bill which is now before us was made 
the special order, which was yesterday, is not 
under consideration at all to-day. 

Mr. RUSK. It was laid aside by unanimous 
consent. 

Mr. BORLAND. It was laid aside, and bill 
No. 396, was made the special order in its place. 
The latter bill we are now considering, without 
reference to any other bill whatever. 

Mr. NORRIS. I should like to know what 
the Journal says. This seems to me most sin- 
rular. 

The PRESIDENT. The Chair will inform 
the Senator that no rule has been observed in this 
case. By unanimous consent, they were all set 
aside, and this bill was made the special order. 
By unanimous consent, the Chair considered it as 
taking the place of bill No. 560, as the special 
order. 

Mr. NORRIS. I would suggest to the Chair 
that it is not a bill, but a mere amendment. 

Mr. RUSK. The bill which was substituted 
as the special order is before us, and the proposi- 
tion of the committee is to strike out all after the 
enacting clause and insert. The original bill pro- 
vides ‘‘ for the protection of the emigrant route 
‘and a telegraphic line, and for an overland mail 
‘between the Missouri river and the settlements 
‘in California and Oregon.’’ The proposition of 
the committee is to strike out all of that bill after 
the enacting clause and insert what they report 
as an amendment. 

Mr. NORRIS. That is my understanding ex- 
actly. The proposition is to strike out all after 
the enacting clause and insert. 

Mr. BELL. I ask for the reading of the por- 
tion of the Journal which relates to the subject. 





Therefore, as | 


@ presume, is upon the substitute offered by the 








It was read as follows: 


* The Senate resumed, as in Committee of the Whole, 
the consideration of the bill for the protection of the emi- 
grant route and a telegraphic line, and for an overland mail 
between the Missouri river and the settlements in Califor- 
nia and Oregon, with the amendment reported thereto.”’ 


** On motion by Mr. RUSK, 


‘© Ordered, That the further consideration thereof be post- 
poned to, and be the order of the day for, to-morrow.”’ 


Mr. BELL. I see no irregularity in that. It 
was perfectly inthe power of the Senate to take 
up that bill which was originally from the Com- 
mittee on Territories, and then commit it to a select 
committee. Then, upon the report of the select 
committee—and this amendment is the result of 
the labor of the committee—the Senate proceeds 
to take up that bill and makes it the order for this 
day. It seems to me to be perfectly in the power 
of the Senate to do that without any violation of 
the rules. There is no irregularity in it. We 
have not the bill before us now which we had up 
the other day. It still stands upon the calen- 
dar. 

Mr. NORRIS. So this is reported by the com- 
mittee as an amendment to the original bill. 

Mr. BELL. That is right. 

Mr. DOUGLAS. I think I can state the case 
so that it will be understood. At the last session 
of Congress I reported from the Committee on 
Territories the bill No. 396. At this session the 
Senator from California [Mr. Gwin] introduced 
a bill (No. 560) for the construction of a railroad 
to the Pacific. Pending the discussion on the lat- 
ter bill, the Senate referred the former one which 
I reported, to a special committee. The special 
committee reported a substitute for it, and then, 
as it was desired to consider the substitute reported 
by the special committee, the Senate, by unani- 
mous consent, agreed to make the bill which I 





reported, and the substitute, the special order of \ 


the day for to-day in place of the bill introduced 
by the Senator from California. The bill which 
I reported is, therefore, the one now under consid- 
eration. Itisa bill providing for some military 
posts between the Missouri and the Pacific, and 
the substitute or amendment reported by the spe- 
cial committee is a railroad bill. So there can be 
no irregularity in considering the bill as it now 
stands. 

Mr. BRODHEAD. The first question, then, 





Senator from Texas [Mr. Rusx] from the Special 
Committee. 

The PRESIDENT. The question is upon the 
amendment offered by the Senator from Connect- 
icut to the amendment of the committee. 

Mr. BRODHEAD. I have an amendment to 
offer in the shape of a substitute. 

The PRESIDENT. The first question is upon 
the amendment offered by the Senator from Con- 
necticut to the amendment. 

Mr. DAVIS. I would suggest to the Senator 
from Connecticut to withdraw that amendment, | 
and submit one to add the words, ‘* by contract 
as hereinafter provided,’’ after the word ‘‘con- 
structed’’ in the second line of the first section. 

Mr. SMITH. That will accomplish my ob- 
ject as well, and have the same effect. I there- 
fore withdraw my proposition, and make the one 
suggested by the Senator. 

The amendment was agreed to. 

Mr. BRODHEAD. Mr. President, I now 
move to strike out all after the enacting clause, and 
substitute the amendment which I send to the 
Chair. 

Mr. DOUGLAS. I would raise the question 
whether or not such a proposition can be enter- 
tained now? 

The PRESIDENT. The opinion of the Chair 
is that it cannot be entertained, because there isa 
proposition pending to strike out all after the en- 
acting clause, and insert a substitute. 

Mr. BRODHEAD. [If it is out of order to 
offer my proposition as an amendment now, I 
ask that it may be read for the information of the 
Senate, and I will state that when I can do so in | 
order, I shall offer it as amendment. 

Mr. DAWSON. I would suggest to the Sen- 
ator from Pennsylvania to ask a division of the 
motion to strike out and insert. 

Several Senators. You cannot do that. 

Mr. DAWSON. 
will ask the Chair whether it will not be in order | 
to divide the motion to strike out and insert? 
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The PRESIDENT. It cannot be done, in the 
opinion of the Chair. 

Mr. HAMLIN. I desire to ask the Chair 
what is the original proposition before the Sep. 
ate: 

The PRESIDENT. It is a bill for the protec. 
tion of the emigrant route and a telegraphic line 
and for an overland mail between the Missour; 
river and the settlements in California and Oregon 

Mr. HAMLIN. The motion pending is “ 
strike out the whole of that bill, and insert what 
has been reported from the Special Committee ? 

The PRESIDENT. Yes, sir. 

Mr. HAMLIN. This, then, is an amendment 
pending, and now I appeal to the Chair, and ask 
if it is not in order to strike out the whole of that 
amendment? Most assuredly it can be done; just 


| as certainly as that two and two make four; and if 
| [ cannot demonstrate it, 1 will say that two and 
| two do not make four. 


A Senator. Read the rule. 
Mr. HAMLIN. I have read the rule; I under. 


| stand the rule, and there is no doubt, in my judg- 


| will come to the same conclusion. 


ment—not a solitary doubt—and I think the Chair 
Here is an 


original proposition. We shall have to vote on 


| the amendment. If you adopt it, by all parliament. 


ary rules, you cannot amend it after it is adopted, 


| When ought youto amend it? Before it is adopted, 


How amend it? Just as the Senate shall see fit. 
We will strike out one section, if we please, and 
adopt all the rest; or amend one section, if we 
please, and adopt the rest; or we may strike out 
the whole of it and put in one single section, just 


| as the Senator from Pennsylvania proposes. That, 
as I understand it, has been the uniform practice 
| of the Senate, and I think the Chair will come to 


| that conclusion on examining the subject. 


: There 
can be no doubt about it—none in the world. [| 
understand the Senator from Connecticut proposed 


| an amendment to the amendment which has been 


_ adopted. 


Now, what is the amendment we wil! 
make to theamendment? That is the very ques- 
tion before us. We will amend it entirely, if we 
please, by striking out the whole, or we will amend 
it by calidas out one section, or we will add to it. 
But after the amendment shall have been adopted, 
it must stand as the judgment of the Senate. That 
is the parliamentary law, as I understand it, and I 


| ask the Chair if itis not so! 


Mr. RUSK. 


I will not be so positive about the 


| rules as the honorable Senator from Maine is, for 


I do not know so much about them as he seems 
to know; but | understand the rule to say, you 
may amend an amendment. So far as that goes, 
then, you can amend an amendment; you may 
strike out all but one ortwo words, and add others. 
That is amending it. But if you strike out all, is 
that amending it? 

Mr. BRODHEAD. 
‘¢ that,” 

Mr. BELL. I hopesome mode will be devised 
by which, consistently with parliamentary pro- 
ceedings, the question which the honorable Sen- 
ator from Pennsylvania wishes to have tested in 
the Senate will be brought to a vote. I think that 


I will leave the word 


perhaps the honorable Senator from Maine is 


wrong in regard to his exposition of the rule of 
arliamentary proceedings, because you must 
eave something of the amendment standing. | 
understand the position of the honorable Senator 
from Pennsylvania is, to set aside the amendment 


| reported from the Select Committee altogether. 


ThePRESIDENT. It is to strike out all after 


| the enacting clause. 


If the Senator will consider a mo- 


Mr. BELL. 


ment, he can perhaps find some words in the 
| amendment of the committee upon which he can 


| to be built by law. 


hang his amendment, and then we shall have the 
question, whether or not it is worth while to pro- 
ceed with the further consideration of a proposi- 
tion to build a railroad, or to authorize a railroad 


I understand that the oe 
at 


| sitidh of the Senator from Pennsylvania is, t 


| 


Why can you not doit? I || 


‘ 


there ought to be a preliminary question consid- 
ered and settled. hat is, whether we are ina 
condition to enact anything in relation to a road, 


| except to make an appropriation for a reconnois- 
'sance and survey of the country over which we 


propose to construct it. {[ presume no Senator has 
any objection to the immediate consideration of 
that question, because it is preliminary in its na- 
ture. If wehave not sufficient light to pass a law 
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authorizing the construction of the road atall, until 
we get some other information by explorations 
by engineers of the Government, or civil 
engineers to be appointed by the President, it is 
useless to proceed any further. That is in its 
nature prior to any consideration of a bill to au- 
thorize the construction of the road. I[t ought to 
be so; and I hope the Senator from Pennsylvania 
will find some word in the amendment of the Sen- 
ator from Texas, which may be left standing to 
hang his amendment upon, so that we may decide 
the question which he presents. I wish it may 
be so. Ishall be very ready to meet that question. 

Mr. BRODHEAD. 1 thought my proposition 
was well understood, not only by the Chair, but 
by the Senate. When we offera proposition such 
as [ submit, it is well understood that we leave the 
word ** that”? in the amendment. 

Mr. BELL. ‘Then it is in order. 

Mr. BRODHEAD. Then it is in order; but if 
leaving the word **that’’ is not sufficient, I can 
amend the amendment of the committee by adopt- 
ing the words ‘*that it shall be the duty of the 
President of the United States,’’ and putting my 
amendment to that. I propose a reconnoissance 
and survey as a preliminary measure, and we 
ought to take a vote upon that as a preliminary 
proposition. I ask for the reading of the amend- 
ment which I propose. 

Mr. DAVIS. I understand the Senator from 
Pennsylvania to move to strike out all of the 
amendment after the enacting clause. That I 
think is in order; but it leaves it open to the Sen- 
ate to amend the amendment itself, so as to perfect 
itas much as they please before any question is 
taken upon his proposition. When the Senate 
has amended the amendment, and matured it, so 
that they are satisfied with it, then will come up 
the question upon his motion, which is a question 
whether or not his proposition shall stand instead 
of theamendmentof the committee, and if adopted, 
go into the bill as such. In other words, his 
proposition would take the place of the amend- 
ment of the committee, and would finally, if 
adopted, be a substitute for the bill in general. It 
seems to me that the way is all clear enough. If 
any Senator wishes to amend the amendment of 
the committee, he can do so. The Senator from 
Pennsylvania can let his proposition stand, and 
when the amendment of the committee is matured, 
then the question will come up upon his amend- 
ment. 

Mr. BRODHEAD. That is the course which 
J propose. I ask for the reading of the amend- 
ment which I offer. The Senate can then proceed 
and perfect the amendment submitted by the hon- 
orable Senator from Texas from the Select Com- 
mittee, and when it is perfected, I want a vote 
upon the preliminary proposition which I offer. 

Mr. Bropueap’s amendment to the amendment 
is as follows: 

To strike out all after the word “ that,”’ and insert: 


made 


The Secretary of War be, and he is hereby, authorized, | 


under the direction of the President of the United States, 
to employ such portion of the Corps of Topographical En- 
gineers, and such other persons as he may deem necessary, 
to make a reconnoissance and survey of the most practica- 
ble and economical route for a railroad from the Mississippi 
river to the Pacific ocean, and that the sum of $100,000 be, 
and the same is hereby, appropriated out of any money in 
the Treasury not otherwise appropriated, to defray the ex- 
pense of such exploration and survey. 

Mr. ADAMS. I concur in the suggestion made 
by the Senator from Massachusetts with regard to 
the question of order. I understand that when a 
motion is made to strike out all after the enacting 
clause of a bill, and insert a substitute, it will be 


in order; but before we take a vote upon the prop- | 


osition, the ovigeal bill is subject to amendment, 
so that it may be perfected before the substitute is 
voted upon. When it is perfected by the reading 
of it through, section by section, and by votes 
upon amendments to it, then the proposed substi- 
tute comes up and is alike subject to amendment 
as the original proposition, before the final vote is 
taken npon it as a substitute, so as to perfect it. 
It is very important that we sheuld be governed 
by parliamentary rules in reference to this matter. 

he object is obvious to every one, that before 
the substitute is voted upon, the original prop- 
osition shall be made as perfect as the body 
can make it; and that then, by a similar perfection 
of the substitute, there may be a fair vote and test 


between the substitute which is offered, and the | 
At the proper time the prop- | 


original proposition. 
os:tion of the Senator from Pennsylvania will be 
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you will isolate the preliminary arrangements from 
any general bill, and legislate after the explora- 
tions and surveys shall have been made. 1am 
perfectly willing to meet that question at once. I 
differ in that respect from my honorable frend 
from Texas. If it be the sense of the body to 
pass any law for the purpose of constructing a 
road, that sense can be tested upon the proposi- 
tion of the Senator from Pennsylvania 


} 


perfectly in order, after we shall have gone through 
the original proposition and perfected it. That I 
understand to be the rule. 

Mr. DOUGLAS. I think we can get at this 
matter very easily if we proceed regularly. We 
have now a bill pending and a substitute for the 
bill. It is true it is in order to perfect the original 
bill; but the original bill is abandoned by its 
friends; therefore it is only necessary to perfect 


the substitute, and that perfected, the question will Mr. RUSK. The Senator will allow me to 
be, Shall this substitute be taken for the original explain. The first section of my bill provides 
bill? All against this railroad project will vote | that the President of the United States shall select 
‘““no.”’ If that is voted down, then the substitute | the general route for the road. Prior to his doing 


of the Senator from Pennsylvania will be in order, 
and we get a test vote, whether this bill shall pass 
or not, upon the vote on the substitute of the com- 
mittee for the original bill. If we determine in 
favor of this, that, too, decides the question, and 
the amendment of the Senator never will come in 
order; if, on the contrary, we decide against the 
amendment of the committee—if it be voted down, 
his amendment will be in order. I think, therefore, 
we had better proceed in regular order, according 
to the rules. 

Mr. TOUCEY. I would suggestthat, by gen- 
eral consent, the object of the Senator can be carried 
out, by pretixing an enacting clause to this amend- 
ment, and then proceeding with it as an original 
bill. It will then be subject to amendment, and 
the amendment will be subject to amendment. 
By general consent, I think the difficulty could be 
obviated in that manner. 

Mr. RUSK. I object to that proposition. 1 
am anxious to get a vote upon the proposition 
before the Senate. If we substitute it as an ori- 
ginal bill, we complicate the question, and an 
amendment can be offered, and an amendment to 
an amendment. So faras Iam concerned, I am 
willing to meet at this moment, or any time, the 


that, in order to enable him to do it judiciously and 
properly, the whole of the Topographical Corps, 
and as many as ten civil engineers, are placed at 
his disposal, for the purpose of being used prelim- 
inarily for satisfying his judgment as to what is 
the proper route. 

Mr. MANGUM. I understand that; and in 
that respect the amendment reported by the Sen- 
ator from Texas embraces substantially every- 
thing proposed by the Senator from Pennsylvania, 
with this addition: that the Senate is now called 
upon to vote upon the policy of constructing a 
road, in the event that a practicable route shall be 
found. 

The amendment of the Senator from Texas 
leaves, as | think must be left by any proposition, 
a larve discretion to the President of the United 
States. That must be done; butat the same time, 
if we pass that proposition, we provide for going 
on with the work as soon as a proper and practi- 
cable route may befound. As at present advised, 
after listening to the discussion upon the subject, 
I am very much inclined to go for that proposi- 
tion, and to go for arranging everything in one bill. 
According to the proposition of the Senator from 
Texas, if the route should be found practicable, 
further legislation will not be necessary; but ac- 
cording to the plan of the Senator from Pennsy!l- 
vania, it will be necessary. So that, deciding at 
this time between the proposition offered by the 
Senator from Pennsylvania, and that which ts re- 
ported by the Senator from Texas, decides simply 
this question: Are we willing to go into the mat- 
ter of the railroad at once—for all these prelimi- 
nary matters are provided for by the amendment 
of the Senator from Texas—or do we desire to 


which he chooses to designate as a ‘* preliminary”’ 
measure for the construction of the road. It is 
offered for the defeat of the bill. It can have no 
other effect and force. I do not charge any mo- 
tives upon the Senator, but that is precisely the 
effect it will have—to defeat the bill for the 
present session of Congress. If itisdefeated, then 
there is a majority of the Senate who are against 
the construction of a railroad to the Pacific. If 
they do not wish to consume the time of the Sen- || postpone any definitive action upon the question 
ate, if there is a majority of the Senate against it, | of making the road, so as to have the preliminary 
I am willing to have the question decided now. If |} matters first arranged? I am perfectly willing to 
we had time, I should like to go intoan argument |, meet the question at once, and I shail vote against 
upon this subject, because this brings up the argu- | the amendment of the Senator from Pennsylvania. 
ment on the whole question. I would like to go} Mr. BRODHEAD. My honorable friend from 
into an argument upon this bill to show the com- || Texas, and the honorable Senator from North 
mercial necessity, the political necessity, and the | Carolina, perfectly understand the purport of this 
national necessity, which exists for the construc- | amendment. It is to defeat the bill presented by 
tion of this road upon the best plan which Con- | the honorable Senator from Texas. 
gress can unite in adopting. I should like, also, Mr. MANGUM. We understand that, and 
to give some reasons upon the subject which would | that question we are ready to meet. 
affect the honorable Senator from Pennsylvania Mr. BRODHEAD. I offer it for this reason: 
and his constituents greatly; and not only affect | I do not believe that any wise company, or _ 
them individually, but the country at large. If | wise Government, has ever yet commenced a wor 
the bill for the construction of this road passes, it of this magnitude—a railroad of half this Jength, 
will require at least $10,000,000 worth of iron. | without first ascertaining its practicability. Now, 
That would be five per cent. on an investment of | J propose to have a reconnoissance and survey of 
| $200,000,000 of capital. Well, sir, if the Senator | this route as a preliminary measure, and then to 
from Pennsylvania chooses to throw obstructions | have the future action of Congress, and not of the 
in the way of a measure which would so much | President, based upon that reconnoissance and 
benefit his own State, I object to his throwing ob- | survey. There is that difference between the two 
structions in the way of what will benefit the Uni- | propositions. I believe that before Congress acts 
ted States. Iron is an important item with our definitively on the subject, we should havea recon- 
people. It is important for domestic purposes in | noissance and survey. As the immediate repre- 
‘time of peace, and all-important in time of war; | sentatives of the people—as those who vote the 
and we shall need it all over the country, and on the | people’s money—Congress ought to know upon 
Pacific ocean. The construction of this road will | what object, and for what purposes, that money is 
invest more capital, my word for it, inthe manufac- | to be expended. The proposition which I sub- 
ture of iron, than all your tariffs can ever accom- || mitted is, in my judgment, the proper mode to 
plish in that respect, because it will give the means | commence a railroad to the Pacific ocean. It is 
of laying down your iron all along that road tothe | the way all our people, all our companies, and 
Pacific ocean, ata cheaper rate than it can be pro- the State governments, commence the construction 
cured from any foreign country. Besides that, it || of railroads, and other works of interna) improve- 
will hold out permanent inducements for invest- | ment. 
ments in iron manufactories. But I will not now A word now to my honorable friend from Tex- 
consume the time of the Senate. Iam anxiousto as in regard to the iron fo: this road. We of 
get a vote, and have the question decided. Pennsylvania expect to furnish a considerable 
Mr. MANGUM. I regard the amendment portion of iron for this road when it is built, but 
proposed by thehonorable Senator from Pennsyl- || we want to commence in the right way, so that 
vania as in all respects properly characterized by | we can furnish the proper quantity. Wecan do 
the honorable senator from Texas. It is totry | soas wellas any others; but I presume that if 
this question: whether, in a general bill, »rovid- || iron is desired to make this road, a very consid- 
ing for the construction of the entire sak these || erable quantity of it will come from Missouri. 
|| preliminary questions may be settled, or whether || Missouri is much nearer the terminus of the road 
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than Pennsylvania; but notwithstanding this, we with a view to ascertain the practicability of that 


hope to furnish a considerable portion of it. 
we can furnish it as cheaply as anybody else, we | 
expect to be called upon to do so; but that has | 
nothing to do with the question as to the proper 
mode of commencing this road. — 

Mr. BORLAND. Ido not often disagree with 
my friend from Pennsylvania, and I am very sorry 
to do so on this occasion; but it seems to me that 
when he comes to review the position he has taken, | 
he will be very apt to abandon it; at least, in my | 
opinion, it will be proper for him to do so; and | | 
think he will be compelled to do sp, unless he as- | 
sumes a hostile attitude towards the building of 
the road at all. Now, I ask him, does he desire 
that this road shall be built? If his proposition 
should be adopted as a substitute for the bill, and 
the surveys and explorations should be made, and 
they should establish the fact that there is a prac- | 
ticable route to the Pacific ocean, will he then go 
for making the railroad uponthat route? That is 
the point. If he says, thatafter the explorations 
shall have been made, and a practicable route shall | 
have been found, he will be opposed to the build- 
ing of a road according to the plan proposed by | 
the Senator from Texas, or any other, then, in | 
my opinion, his course is the right one to accom- 
plish his object, and to defeat the whole proposi- 
tion. But if he holds himself ready, when a prac- 
ticable route shall be established, to go for the con- | 
struction of the road, it seems to me that he is | 
bound to go for the proposition of the Senator | 
from Texas, because that provides for precisely | 
what his amendment provides. It makes provis- | 
ion for the preliminary surveys and explorations, | 
and according to it the road cannot be located, and | 
cannot be made until the President shall have sat- | 
isfied himself by the use of the means proposed, | 
that the route is practicable, and the bestand most 
economical. All that the Senator from Pennsyl- 
vania proposes, is provided for in the proposition 
of the Senator from Texas now under considera- 
tion. 

tesides, that has this advantage over his propo- 
sition: It not only provides for what his does, | 
but it goes further. It makes provision for a pre- | 
liminary exploration and survey, and then pre- 
vents the loss of time, by dire¢ting the immediate 
construction of the road as soon as the practica- 
bility of a route shall have been ascertained. I | 
think we have put off this exploration too long. 
As I remarked the other day, as far back as 1848, 
by direction of the Committee on Public Lands, I 
reported precisely such a proposition as the Sen- 
ator from Pennsylvania now brings forward. That 
was five years ago. Twice afterwards that com- 
mittee reported the same thing; and it was urged 
more than once upon the attention of the Senate. 
That was the time when we ought to have made 
the preliminary surveys and explorations. I am 
not for losing any more time. I wish to connect 
the preliminary survey with provision for the con: 
struction of the road, as soon as we have the ne- | 
cessary information. It seems to me, therefore, | 
that the Senator from Pennsylvania will either 
have to take the position that he is forever against 
the construction of this road, or he will have to 
withdraw his amendment. 

Mr. BRODHEAD. I will judge of the practi- | 
eability of making a railroad, after the reconnois- | 
sance and surveys shall have been made; and I | 
will not agree to refer that power to the President || 
of the United States. Representing the tax-paying 
people, I choose to judge of that question for my- 
self. The people whom I represent being obliged || 
to pay for the road, I choose to act upon that 
question, and not to refer it to the President of the 
United States. We have had some experience in | 
Pennsylvania upon the subject of commencing in- 
ternal improvements with little consideration. The 
improper and injudicious system of internal im- 

orovements adopted by many of the States has 
ed to results which are known to the country. | 
The people have felt these results, and they will | 
continue to feel them in the shape of unmitigated 
taxation. 

Mr. WELLER. There can scarcely be any 
doubt, after the remarks which have been made | 
by the Senntor from Pennsylvania, that he is en- 
tirely opposed to the construction of a railroad 
such as is now proposed by the Select Committee, 
of which the honorable Senator from Texas is 
chairman. It is true that this amendment has 





been offered, as has been alleged, in goed faith, || route is. 


If | country for the construction of a railroad; but it 


cannot be concealed that that Senator’s object is 
to defeat entirely the prosecution of this work. 

Mr. BRODHEAD. I disavow any such pur- 
pose. I do not say that I am forever opposed to 
the commencement and construction of a railroad 
from the Mississippi to the Pacific ocean; but I 
object to undertaking it on the part of the General 
Government until the preliminary surveys shall 
have been made. 

Mr. WELLER. The course pursued by the 
Senator demonstrates what I have already said, 
that he has but one object in view, and that is to 
prevent the prosecution of this work. If that Sen- 
ator took the enlarged view which I trusted that 
he would take of all the interests of this country, 
he would have seen at once that that portion of 
the Union from which he comes, as well as the 
other portions of the Confederacy, are interested 
in the completion of this road. Why is this 
amendment offered now? It will take some two 
or three years to make this preliminary examina- 
tion which the Senator from Pennsylvania desires. 
Why is it that he wishes to consume so large a 
portion of time in making this preliminary exam- 
ination ? 

The bill reported by the Senator from Texas, 
from the Select Committee on the subject, requires 
that such an examination shal! be made, a that 
if a route be found to be practicable, the President 
of the United States shall enter into contracts for 
the construction of the road. What is the objec- 
tion tothat? Does the Senator from Pennsylvania 
distrust the President elect? Is he unwilling to 
take the President of his own choice, and make 
him a judge of the fact whether, upon this exami- 
nation, a route be practicable? Is he unwilling to 
take the man who has been selected as the repre- 
sentative of the great body of the people of Amer- 


| ica, to decide whether the public interests will be 
'advanced by the construction of the road? 


Yet, 
sir, the Senator from Pennsylvania has chosen to 
occupy the position, that no other power except 
the legislative power of thisGovernment shall de- 
cide upon the reconnoissances of the engineers, as 
to the practicability of a route. I had hoped, sir, 
that the Senator from Pennsylvania would have 
more confidence in the President who has just been 
selected? Does he believe that, if, upon the re- 
connoissance, it shall be found that a route is im- 
practicable, the President of the United States, 


| watching over the interests of the whole country, 


would persist in the construction of the road? Is 
that his opinion? This distrust, it seems to me, 
comes with a very bad grace from the Senator 
from Pennsylvania. 

Those aa are the friends of this bill, under- 
stand the object which that Senator has in view. 
It is to defeat all action upon the subject by Con- 
gress at this session; and if that be so, I trust no 
Senator will doubt as to the proper course to be 
pursued. Sir, I am willing to trust this whole 
question, after such an examination shall have 
been made, with the President who has just been 


| selected by the people of the United States to 


watch over the public interests. I am willing to 
confide in him, as one who will look not partic- 
ularly to the section of the Confederacy from 
whence I come, but to the interests of the whole 
country, and who, when called upon to act, will 
regard himself as the representative of the whole 
Republic. 

Mr. BRODHEAD. I desire to observe to my 
friend from California, and to the Senate, that I 
have as much confidence in the President elect as 


| he possibly can have; but I do not wish to de- 
| volve upon him a duty which properly appertains 


_to the immediate representatives of the people, as 


| do all questions relating to taxation. 


Mr. HAMLIN. 


It seems to me that this ques- 


tion is unlike any other which has been presented | 


to us, and that it is totally different fromany which 


| has been presented to any separate State for its ac- 


tion, and that there are ample and adequate reasons 
why we should commence a work of this charac- 


| ter without such a survey as the proposed amend- 


ment designates, and which will control my vote 


upon the amendment. 
to some of them. 
In the first place, I have no doubt of the prac- 


Let me allude very briefly 


| ticability of more than one route across this conti- 


nent to the Pacific; nordo | care much where that 
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I desire to see a road constructed much |! 
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more than I desire to quarrel about where it shajj 
be located; and I think that is a consideration 
which should be in the mind of every Senator, and 
which should rise superior to, a above ever 

locality. We are told that we shall be ember 
rassed if we order this road to be built without q 
preliminary survey. That preliminary survey 
as my friend from California has just said, wilj 
take several years. However this road may be 
built, the individuals who may be connected with 
it have got to risk their own private fortunes in it: 
and men who go there to risk in it their fortunes. 
will be more certain to find a better location than 
all the surveys which you can order from now tjj| 
a period of time shall expire when the road could 
be built. The interest of men who involve their 
own fortunes is the best guarantee that the beg 
route will be selected. 

But it is said, that in looking abroad at various 
States, we find that they have become embarrassed 
in consequence of systems of internal improve. 
ments. ine that furnish any argument against 
the measure of the Senator from Texas, and jp 
favor of the preliminary survey? [ trust not, 
Let me inguire of the Senator from Pennsylvania 
if any of the embarrassments under which his 
State may be suffering have arisen in consequence 
of the want of surveys, as to where a road should 
go? I judge not. A great road may be made 
where there is no commerce, and it will pay noth- 
ing. A good road may be made where there igs 
commerce, and it may beinjured by making later- 
al branches where there is no business, and thus 
the value of the road which is good will be de- 
stroyed. We know now, just as well as we shall 
know after a survey, what are the objects to be 
accomplished by a road across our continent. 
We should not care whether it be a paying road 
or not. There are considerations that rise above 
the payment of dividends on this road. The em- 
barrassments of the States, I insist, have not arisen 
in consequence of the want of surveys, or from 
a oe but have arisen in consequence 
of making roads where there was no commerce; 
or after having made good roads, making branches 
which sink the value of the original trunk. 

We want to bind the western and eastern sides 
of this continent together by a band of iron. We 
want it for commercial purposes; and after the vote 
shall have been taken on this question, I propose 
to offer, not a substitute, but another amendment 
which, at the proper time, I shall discuss very 
briefly. I trust that whatever may be the final ac- 
tion of the Senate, the dividends which any road 
across this continent may pay, will be the last con- 
sideration that will enter into the judgment of the 
Senate. I want to see a road that will pay no 
dividends at all, and will be subject to no tolls at 
all, beyond those necessary for keeping the 
road in repair. Sir, we want to make the com- 
merce of the Indies and the commerce of Eu- 
rope tributary to us; and to do that, and for the 
purpose of perfecting the channel over which the 
commerce of the eastern and the western world 
shall pass, I am willing to make great and liberal 
grants. If we are to stop, and pause and con- 
sider, if we are to be deterred in our course, be- 
cause we do not know precisely the termini of this 
road, or the precise direction which it should take 
as it may progress in its construction, we may lose 
this commerce. [ am willing to make liberal ap- 
propriations, and I would make them from the 
public lands for the purpose; and after they are 
made, I would have this highway a great thor- 
oughfare, and there should be no tolls either upon 
person or upon freight other than those which 
should be just adequate to keep the road in repair. 
That is my view, and at the proper time I mean to 
enforce that view upon the Senate. 

The bill which the honorable Senator from 
Texas has reported, has many provisions which 
1 like, but there is one provision of which I do 
not approve. It gives the company too much 
power; it grants them ee to place upon the 
road tolls at too high a rate. But that is a matter 
which I do not propose to discuss now. I have 
only stated these reasons as sufficient, in my judg- 
ment, to justify me in voting against the amend- 
ment of the Senator from Pennsylvania. 

Mr. BAYARD. Mr. President, I do not pur- 
pose to discuss the merits of the bill of the Senator 
from Texas, but it seems to me that the question 
whether this work is practicable or not, includes 
the question of its probable cost. It is certainly 
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so in reference to all the actions of individuals in 
their contracts; it is so in reference to the con- 
tracts of the States; and I presume the same prin- 
ciple will hold in reference to the contracts of the 
United States. With time and money, I do not 
bt that this work may be made; but here you 
have a bill introduced, which, in effect, creates 
a great corporation ; and, without intrusting any 
discretion to the future President of these United 
States, he is compelled to contract for the road, if | 
it is found to be practicable, within the sense of 
the capacity to have it made. He is compelled to 
ontract without limitation of price or of time, or 
any limitation whatever, for the making of this 
road; and will you not be bound to comply with 
the contract, no matter’to what extent it may go? 

Itis true, a provision has been inserted pro- 
vidipg for the issuing of bonds to the amount of 
92,000,000, and granting alternate sections of 

und for the purpose of aiding in the construction 
of the road. But there is no limitation of price as 
to the contract to be made. The President is 
bound to make a contract, if the road is found to 
be practicable; that is, if it can be done within any 
space of time, and with any amount of money. 
For one, I shall never agree to vote for the con- 
struction of this road, until I know whether it can 
be made within the means which, regarding the | 
Treasury of the United States, and regarding the 
interests of our people, may be considered practi- 
cable; and Ido not pledge myself to vote for it even 
then. 

The honorable Senator from California [Mr. 
Wetter] has chosen in his remarks in reference 
to the amendment offered by the honorable Sena- 
tor from Pennsylvania, to impute to him that, 
whether he designs it or not, his amendment shows 
i want of confidence on his part in the discretion 
of the President elect of the United States. I may 
be allowed to say, sir, that when I look at this bill 
as it stands, it is, in my opinion, a project to create 
a corporation with a power, which if you ever do 
create it, will be fourfold the power of that cor- 
poration against which the Democratic party of 
the United States were at war for a series of years. 
Are we to pass a measure of this kind for the con- 
struction of this work, without limitation as to 
cost, when we have no information whatever as to 
the extent which that cost will be? We have no 
survey or reconnoissance to enable us to form a 
judgment on that point, or to decide whether, 
when the road is made, it can even, by the quan- 
tity of commerce which is to pass over it, pay the 
expenses of its wear and tear, in order to keep it 
up. We have no information at all on these | 
subjects, and the amendment of the Senator from | 
Pennsylvania is to get at these matters, which I 
say constitute the practicability of the road, as | 
well as does the mere possibility that with time 
and a lavish expenditure of money, it can le 
made. When such a proposition is offered, the | 
Senator from California tells the Senator from | 
Pennsylvania that it shows a want of confidence in 
the discretion of the next President of the United 
States. Allow me to say to the honorable Senator 
from California, that if | can judge from the ante+ 
cedents of the next President of the United States, 
this bill—whether you have the reconnoissances or 
not (and | freely admit that as it now stands it can 
never get my vote)—never could receive the sanc- 
tion of Franklin Pierce. I judge from _ his previ- 
ous course in the Senate of the United States; I 
judge from the previous opinions which he has 
expressed; [ judge from what I believe has been 
hitherto, up to the time when this proposition has 
been made, the course of the Democratic party of 
this Union since the time when Andrew Jackson 
vetoed the Maysville road bill. 

I do not mean to desert those principles on any 
ground of expediency, or on any of the magnifi- 
cent ideas entertained by the honorable Senator 
from Maine [Mr. Hamuin] as to the benefits of 
this road to the commerce of this country. There 
is A question with me, independent of the benefit 
to be conferred: whether it is within the constitu- 
tional power of this Government to create such a 
corporation as this bill proposes to create. And 
further, beyond the question of constitutional 
power, there is a question whether the corruption 
that would result from the irresponsible power 
vested in such a corporation would not be greater 
than all the benefits to commerce which could flow 
fromf{such a road. 


This question is pressed at the close of the sec- | 


dou 
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ond or short session of this Congress, when the 
people of this country, by their late vote, have de- 
creed a change of the political power which con- 
trols the Executive Department. Under such cir- 
cumstances, it looks as if there was something 
like a fear on the part of the honorable Senator 
from California, that the incoming President of the 
United States, judging by his previous opinions, 
might never be brought to sanction a bill to make 
such a road as this; and that, perhaps, is the reason 
oe it is pressed upon us at this time without any 
preliminary surveys at all. 

I shall vote for the amendment of the honorable 
Senator from Pennsylvania. My convictions on 
this subject are very strong,and | cannot perceive 
any possible ground for forcing the bill through at 
this time, except that ground of fear as to what 
will be the action of the next President of the 
United States. Unless there be an intention to 
prevent his passing on a measure which involves 
an entire change in the policy of the Democratic 
party, I cannot see why this bill is to be forced 
through without a preliminary survey to tell you 
the cost of the aie, as well as the mere fact that 
it can be made. 

Mr. BRIGHT. Mr. President, I believe that 
time would be saved by Senators briefly indicating ! 
their opinions in reference to the important meas- 
ures now before us—the bill presented by the 
honorable Senator from Texas, and that presented 
by the honorable Senator from California. I do 
not propose to enter, at this time, nor do I know 
that I shall at any subsequent time, into the gen- 
eral discussion of the principles involved in the 
bills, but I have a word to say in reference to the 
bill of the Senator from ‘Texas. 

Iam aware that a railroad from any point on 
our western frontier to the Pacific would be hailed 
by the people of the United States generally as a 
favorite measure. It is a popular measure. It is 
one that will be approved by the great, mass of 
the people, provided such a measure can be passed 
upon proper principles; and in avowing my unal- 
terable opposition to the bill of the Senator from 
Texas as it now reads, [ do not intend to indicate 
that { would not vote for such a bill as I believe 
comes within the legitimate bounds of the Consti- 
tution; but for the bill of the honorable Senator 
from Texas, I never can vote, and I never will 
vote. It starts out by designating the President 
elect of the United States as the president of this 
road. I have lately voted for that gentleman for 
President of the United States, and I think, from 
the indications around us, that he will have quite 
enough to do, if he performs the duties designated 
by the Constitution, without loading him down 
with the embarrassments which must necessarily 
result from making him president of a great cor- 
poration like this. 

Il am willing to vote land fora road from an 
point west of Missouri to any point on the baand 
aries of the State of California, and any quantity 
of land for the purpose of making the railroad; but 
I will not vote a dollar of money to locate the road 
anywhere within the limits of any one of the States 
of this Union. Ido not believe that we have any 
constitutional power to take money out of the 
National Treasury for the purpose of making rail- 
roads within the limits of any one of the States of 
the Union, nor will I vote either land or money 
until we have organized a regular company for the 
purpose of having reconnoissances and surveys 
made. The honorable Senator from Maine says 
it will take years to do this. Let it take years. To 

order a road without a reconnoissance and survey 
would be a departure from principle—it would be 
violative of all those rules of economy that should, 
in my judgment, characterize the act of any states- 
man. We ought to know, in advance, what the 
road is to cost, and where it is to run; and by so 
doing, we shall obviate many of the difficulties 
that have surrounded many of the States of this 
Union. It was by adopting just such a system as 
is proposed by the honorable Senator from Texas, 
that the States of Pennsylvania, Ohio, Indiana, 
Illinois, and various other States, had their credit 
for the time broken down, and themselves bank- 
rupted. It was by commencing works without 
| knowing what they were to cost, and where they 
| were to run—without taking the necessary pre- 
liminary steps. 

Before I give my vote, either for the measure of 
the Senator from Texas, or for the measure of the 
Senator from California, or for any other project , 
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that may be brought forward proposing a road to 
any point on the Pacific, | must know where it is 
to run, and the probable amount that it will cost 

I know in advance that it is to cost millions; yea, 
hundreds of millions. I think every consideration 
of prudence dictates that we should know in ad- 
vance what we are about to do. I have as much 
confidence in the President elect as has any other 
gentleman on this floor; and I am unwilling to 
delegate to him any such power as is contained in 
this great corporation bill. I am unwilling on 
constitutional grounds to do so. And furthermore, 
I would be unwilling to embarrass him with any 
such duties as are imposed by this bill. But, sir, 
I repeat, | do not intend to indicate, by what J 
have said, opposition to a road starting and ending 
at the proper points, within the constitutional and 
legitimate limits of the Government; but I will 
not be brought to vote for it, or any other kindred 
measure, without knowing in advance what I am 
doing. 

Mr. GWIN. As this question cannot be de- 
cided to-night, and as | wish to have a short Ex- 
ecutive session, | move to postpone its further 
consideration till to-morrow. 

Mr. CLARKE. I hope the Senator from Texas 
will be allowed to reply to the Senator from Indi 
ana. 

Mr. GWIN. Certainly, if he wishes it. | 
merely wished to give notice that I want to have 
an Executive session for the purpose of referring 
a nomination to a committee, but | withdraw the 
motion. 

Mr. RUSK. Mr. President, it is very easy to 
talk of the powerful corporations. It is very easy 
to talk about a violation of the Constitution of 
the United States, and the enormous expenditure 
of money involved in this proposition, and the 
unlimited powers we are about to confer upon a 
corporation; but there is some difficulty in draw- 
ing that from the bill which has been reported to 
the Senate by the Select Committee. The honor 
able Senator from Delaware has chosen to charac- 
terize this billas involving an unlimited amount 
of expenditure, and says we do not know the 
cost to which it will lead. Sir, every dollar of 
the cost is set down. ‘ 

Mr. BAYARD. Will the Senator allow mea 
moment? The fifth section of this bill makes it 
the duty of the President of the United States to 
cause advertisements to be published in two news- 
papers in each of the States, inviting proposals 
for the various descriptions of the work, and 
directing the President to make a contract upon 
those proposals, with the persons who may be the 
lowest and best bidders, and who give security 
for the performance of the work. There is ne 
limitation upon the price at which that contract 
is to be made; at least I can see none. If that be 
so, then the amount of appropriations made in 
another clause, with a view to aid in the work, 
whether they are adequate or not, do not touch 
the question. If you make a contract, and it is 
made for what the cost of the road_ will be, 
matter to what extent, you will be obliged to com 
ply with it. 

Mr. RUSK. If the honorable Senator will! 
read my bill, he will find that the President can- 
not go beyond its limits. He is expressly con- 
fined within the bounds prescribed. He 
tract **on the terms and conditions ”’ prescribed 
in the bill. Who supposes that, with an appro- 
priation of $20,000,000, the President will go be 
yond it?) Nobody can suppose it. It is utterly 
out of the question. I know very well that the 
Senator, by picking out one line and reading it 
alone, may convey the idea which seems to be 
impressed on his mind; but everybody knows, 
however, Scripture may be quoted to bad purposes 
in that way. You must take the bill as a whole, as 
a connected measure, and judge of it in that way. 

It proposes an appropriation of alternate sec- 
tions for six miles on each side of the road through 
the States, alternate sections of twelve miles on 
each side through the Territories, and an appro- 
priation of the fixed sum of $20,000,000 in bonds 
of the Government, payable in fifty years, and 
bearing an interest of five percent. Beyond that 
the President cannotgo. Thereisthe limit. He 
may go just as much below that as any company 
will be willing to take the work for; and for that 
purpose he is to advertise for proposals. So 
much, then, for the unlimited contract that is to 
be made. 
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Then, with regard to the “ tremendous corpo- 
ration ”’ spoken of by the Senators from Delaware 
and Indiana; they will not vote te embarrass the 
country with such a tremendous corporation. 
Why, the only question with regard to corpora- 
tions raised in my bill is the power of Congress 
to create a corporation in the Territories; for it 
goes on to declare, in more places than one, that 
it is to have no force or effect in any of the States 
of the Union until it is assented to by the Legisla- 
ture of such State. So much for the tremendous 
powers that have alarmed the two Senators! 

Sut itis saidthat | propose the expenditure of 
money within one of the States of the Union. 
Sir, we are bound to defend California. The 
Constitution requires us to defend California. 
Our sacred treaty stipulations require us to defend 
the frontiers of Mexico; and while gentlemen here 
are talking of economy, scenes are taking place 
upon those frontiers which are disgraceful to the 
Government under which we live. I have just 
received intelligence that some emigrants, some of 
the hardy yeomen of our country, traveling in 
that very Territory which it is our duty under the 
Constitution to protect, and which it is our duty 
under solemn treaty stipulations to defend, were 
lately attacked by Indians, and the whole company 
were killed, with the exception of a very interest- 
ing lady and her two children, who are now in 
brutal slavery among hostile savages. Yet, sir, 
we stand here and talk of tremendous corporations. 
Let gentlemen point out any feature in the bill 
authorizing such acharge. We talk here of ex- 
penditure of money. Why, we are now paying 
to steam lines to geta monthly communication 
between New York and California a larger sum 
of money, if it be kept on for any length of time, 
than is proposed to be voted for this road. 

if gentlemen say there is a violation of the Con- 
stitution, let them point it out. Do not let them 
deal in this ‘* raw-head and bloody-bones”’ busi- 
ness of talking about tremendous corporations, 
floods of eorruption, want of proper information, 
and all that sort of thing. Let them take up the 
bill, and point out where it conflicts with the Con- 
stitution. Let them prove that you cannot carry 
a mail to California. Let them prove that it is 
not your duty to do that, and to protect that de- 
fenseless frontier. Let them take up the Consti- 
tution and prove that you cannot adopt the means 
necessary to defend all your possessions; and then 
prove that it is not your duty to do it. Let them 
select from the bill, and not from the workings of 
imagination, its objectionable features. Let us 
have no more of this raw-head and bloody-bones 
business of allusions to the United States Bank, 
and talk about Democracy. Why, sir, the chief 
apostle of Democracy, General Jackson, said that 
he would vote money out of the Treasury, or that 
he would sanction the voting of money out of the 
Treasury, for internal improvements of a general 
and national character. Then, to keep within the 
pale of Democracy, let gentlemen take up and 
prove thatthe Pacific railroad, without which you 
cannot defend California in case an attack should 
be made upon her, is a matter of local, and not of 
general importance, then I will submit. 

Mr. WELLER obtained the floor, but at the 
request of Mr. Bayarp gave way to that gentle- 


man. }) 


Mr. BAYARD. The remarks of the honor- 
able Senator from Texas in reference to the com- 
ments in which I indulged in regard to this bill, 
would not be noticed by me except from the | 
manner in which he spoke. I consider the em- 

hasis of his manner, more than anything weighty 
in his argument in regard to the merits of his 
proposjtion, demands a notice from me. I will 
endeavor now very succinctly to point out in what 
mode this bill strikes me ag containing the evils 
which I suggested as a reason why it should not 
pass until we knew the cost of the work. 

My first proposition was, that though this bill 
authorizes the issuing of bonds to the amount of 
$20,000,000, to be paid according to its terms 
hereafter, and though it appropriates alternate 


sections of land for twelve miles in width where | 


the road runs through the Territories and six miles 
where it runs through the States, with a provision 
that in case that land is not to be found it is to be 
made up by other land in the vicinity—though 
that is the actual appropriation for the purpose of 
* aiding’’ in the construction of this work accord- 
ing to the language of the third section, yet ac- | 





ey 


cording to the first section it is made the duty of | 


the President of the United States to cause the 
work to be constructed. The language of the first 
section is in these words: 

*¢ Tt shall be the duty of the President of the United States 
to cause to be constructed, so soon as it may be practicable 
after the passage of this act, a railroad and telegraphic line 
connecting the valley of the Mississippi with the Pacific 
ocean, at such points as he may designate, upon the terms | 
and conditions hereinafter preseribed.”’ 


Thus it will be seen that the first section requires 
him to have this railroad constructed upon certain | 
terms and conditions. The third section makes | 
the appropriations to which I have alluded, forthe 
purpose of aiding in the construction of the road. | 

Sut the fifth section, which I say is the important 
section in regard to this question of unlimited ex- | 
penditure, is— 


‘* That so soon as the general route for the said road shall | 
have been selected and determined upon, it shall be the 
duty of the President of the United States to cause adver- | 
tisements to be published in at least two of the newspapers | 
in each of the States, specifying the various descriptions of 
work to be done,and inviting sealed proposals to execute | 
the same, which proposals shall be opened and examined,”’ 
&e.; ** and said road shall be let to the lowest and best bid- 
ders.”? | 

Thus the President is compelled to enter into 

. 5 | 
contract with the lowest bidders; for what? For | 
the construction of this road. 

Let me ask, will not the President, under this 
section, be authorized and required to contract, no 
matter what may be the cost, although the provis- 
ions, by way of appropriation in the bill, may not 


be sufficient to reach the terms of the contract? || an enrolled bill, at which the Senate might justly 


Will not the President be bound to contract for 
the whole road, at whatever price may be pro- 
posed by the lowest and best bidders? There is 
no limitation as to the price for which acontract is | 
to be made; and if the contractors should make a 
contract for a very large amount of money, they 
know perfectly well that they could fall back on 
this Government, and say, ‘‘ Here is the contract— 
we have half made the road, and your appropria- 
tions have failed, and now you are bound by your 
public faith, in addition to the benefits arising to 
the community from the construction of the road, 
to comply with the contract, although it may cost 
300,000,000 or $500,000,000.’? I said before, that 
I put that construction on the bill. I may be mis- 
| taken, but I still think that I am right. Thehon- 
orable Senator from Texas will have to give me 
some better reasons than mere denunciations be- 
fore he will shake me from the point which I take 
in regard to the construction of the bill, that it is 
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Mr. RICHARDSON. I ask the unanimous 
consent of the House for leave to introduce a bill to 
organize the Territory of Nebraska, with a view rm 
its reference to the Committee of the Whole on the 
state of the Union, that it may come up for 
on the day set apart for territorial business, 

There was no objection, and the bill was intro. 
duced. 

Mr. HENN. I rise to a privileged question I 
desire to state to the House the fact, that since the 
passage of Senate bill (No. 208) the party—Mrg 

3arbara Reily—for whose benefit it was passed. 
has died. It therefore can effect nothing, and i 
have felt it to be my duty to state this fact, that the 
House may take such action in regard to the mat. 
ter as they deem best. ' 

Mr JENKINS. Is a motion to lay the bill on 
the table in order? 

The SPEAKER. If, by unanimons consent 
the bill is received back in that form, it will be bs 
order. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. The rights of the 
Senate may be involved in this matter. I think 
this isanimportant question. The bill has passed 
the Senate, and gone to the Committee on Ep. 
rolled Bills, which committee now reports that the 
beneficiary of the act died before its passage, and 
that it would bea nullity if signed by the Presid- 


Aaclion 


| ing Officers of the two Houses, and approved by 


the President. Whatever we do should be done 
with the assentof the Senate. It would be a very 


| extraordinary proceeding for us to lay on the table 


| complain. 


Mr. RICHARDSON. I rise to a question of 
order. The Committee on Enrolled Bills of the 
House of Representatives have no control over 


| bills after they have attained the stage this has, 


| subject? 





unlimited as regards the price that the road will 
cost; and that the President is bound to contract 
with the lowest bidder, without regard to price, 
and that, too, without regard to the appropriations 
contained in the bill, for they are made, according 
to the third section, for the purpose of aiding in 
the construction of the work. 

Mr. WELLER here claimed the floor, having 
given way merely for explanation. 

On motion, the Senate adjourned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Wepnespay, February 2, 1853. 


The House met at twelve o’clock, m. Prayer 
by the Rev. C. M. Burier. 


The SPEAKER. The Chair has counted the 
members present, and finds there is not a quorum. 
Mr. BROWN, of Mississippi. I move that 
there be a call of the House. 
The question was taken, and the motion was 
| agreed to. 
The roll was then called, and 137 members an- 
| swered to their names. 
Mr. DEAN. I move that all further proceed- 
ing under the call be dispensed with. 
The question was taken, and the motion was 
agreed to. 
Mr. HOUSTON. I call for the consideration 
of the recular order of business. 
The SPEAKER. The Journal will first be read. 
_ The Journal of yesterday was then read and 
approved. 
CLOSE OF DEBATE. 


The SPEAKER. The business first in order 
is the consideration of the resolution submitted by 
the gentleman from Alabama, [Mr. Hovston,] 
on yesterday, for the termination of debate in the 





except to report them as correctly enrolled. 

The SPEAKER. It will be competent for the 
House, in the opinion of the Chair, by unanimous 
consent, to reconsider the vote by which the bill 
was passed. That would-be the regular mode of 
reaching it; then to notify the Senate of that fact. 

Mr. CLINGMAN. [I object. 

The SPEAKER. The bill, then, cannot be 
received. 

Mr. STUART. Will the Chair allow me to 
make a single suggestion with reference to this 
Is not this a case where the House may 
appoint a Committee of Conference to notify the 
Senate of that fact ? 

The SPEAKER. The bill has regularly passed, 


| and is in the hands of the Committee on Enrolled 


Bills, whose business is to see that it is faithfully 
enrolled and reported to the House. 

Mr. STUART. [am aware of that; but let 
the Speaker understand me. Suppose that com- 
mittee report the bill as correctly enrolled ? 

Mr. CLINGMAN. Then it must be signed by 
the Speaker. 4 

Mr. STUART. The fact that the individual 
for whose benefit the billis passed is dead, appears 
to the House. Itis necessary to have some action 
with the Senate, in order fo determine what shall 
now be done with that bill. I submit, without 
any reference to our rules, as a matter of parlia- 
mentary law, that when such questions arise, it is 
perfectly competent for the House to appoint a 
Committee of Conference, and to ask a similar 
one on the part of the Senate, to determine what 


| shall be done. 


The SPEAKER. The Chair decides that it is 


| not competent for the Committee on Enrolled Bills 
| to report this bill back in this form, unless by the 


unanimous consent of the House; but that, by 
unanimous consent, it would be competent for the 
House to reconsider the vote by which the bill 


| passed, and to regularly notify the Senate of that 


| 


fact. Objection has been made, and the Chair 
decides that the committee cannot report the bill. 

Mr. HENN. I desire to state that I did not 
report the bill, but merely the fact of the death of 
Barbara Reily, for whose relief the bill was passed, 
in order that the House might take action upon 
the subject, 

The SPEAKER. The Chair so understood. 

Mr. HENN, from the Committee on Enrolled 
Bills, reported the following bills as correctly en- 


rolled; which thereupon received the signature of 


the Speaker, viz: 
S. No. 238. An act for the relief of Thompson 


Committee of the Whole on the state of the Union, || Hutchinson; 


| on the Army appropriation bill. 


S. No. 239. An act for the relief of Elizabeth 
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Jones a! 
3. No. 276. An act for the relief of Colonel 
Tames R. Creecy; 
Ss. No. 194. An 


Yours’). 176. An act for the relief of William | 


Bedient, late a sergeant in the fourth artillery; 
Ss No. 204. An act for the relief of Guion & 


McLaughlin; ; 
“g. No. 234. An act for the relief of James 


act for the relief of Jacob 


- ——— - — — _ —_ = j 
id the other children (if any) of John |) 


Mr. JOHNSON, of Tennessee, then obtained 
the floor. 
Mr. DUNHAM. Before yielding the floor, | 
| wish to inquire whether I have a right to offer the 
amendment which I submitted yesterday, as an 
additional amendment instead of as an amendment 
to the amendment? 
The SPEAKER. It will not be in order until 
| the original amendments are disposed of. 
Mr. DUNHAM. It was offered at the same 
time, and my intention was to offer it as one of 
|| the amendments. 1 believe I had a right to do 





G yon, 
S, No. 195. 
Farrar; 


s R. No. 16. A resolution for the relief of Al- | 


exander Y. P. Garnett; ' 

s. No. 244. An act for the relief of the heirs of 
the late Major Thomas Noel, United States Army; 

Ss. No. 98. An act for the relief of Sarah D. 
Mackay; ; ; 

S. No. 70. An act for the relief of the widows 


- ° : | 
and relatives of certain officers and seamen of the 


United States brig Washington, who were lost 
overvoard in a hurricane; 

~ §, No. 582. An act concerning bail in civil causes 
in the District of Columbia; 

S. No. 152. An act for the relief of Mary B. 
Renner, administratrix of Daniel Renner, de- 
ceased; and 

S. No. 407. An act for the relief of Jim Capers. 


NEBRASKA TERRITORY. 


The bill for the organization of Nebraska Ter- 
ritory was received, and read a first and second 
time by its title. 

Mr. RICHARDSON. I move that it be re- 
ferred to the Committee of the Whole on the state 
of the Union, and that it be printed. 

The question was then taken, and he motion 
was agreed to. 

Mr. HALL. Iask the unanimous consent of 
the House to report a bill relating to the Territory 
of Oregon, so that it may be printed, and come up 
with the territorial business next week. 

Mr. MACE. I object to everything out of or- 
der until after the committees have had a chance 
to report. 

Mr. HARRIS, of Tennessee. -I ask the unan- 
imous consent of the House to offer the following 
resolution: 

Resolved, That from and after to-day, this House will 
hold night sessions, to be devoted to calling committees for 
reports, until all the committees have been once called : 
Provided, Tiuat no bill or resolution reported under this 
order shall be put upon its passage, unless by the unani- 
mous consent of the House, a quorum being present: Pro- 
ided further, That any bill or resolution reported and pro- 
posed to be put upon its passage, if objected to, may be 
withdrawn by the member reporting it. 

Mr. CLINGMAN. I make the point of order, 
after the gentleman from Indiana [Mr. Mace] has 
demanded that the House shall proceed with the 
recular order of business, that it is not competent 
for the gentleman from Tennessee to offer his res- 
olution. I understood the gentleman from Indiana 
to say that he would object to everything except 
the recular order of business. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair sustains the point 
of order made by the gentleman from North Car- 
olina, (Mr. Cuineman.] The question now pend- 
ing isthe motion made by the gentleman from 
North Carolina [Mr. Sranty] to lay the resolu- 
tion for closing the debate on the Army bill upon 
the table. 

Mr. HOUSTON. 
upon that motion. 

The yeas and nays were not ordered. 

Mr. COBB demanded tellers; which were or- 
dered; and Messrs. Harris, of Tennessee, and 
LICHARDSON Were appointed. 

The question was then taken on laying the res- 
olution upon the table, and there were—ayes 83, 
noes 35. 

So the resolution was laid upon the table. 


COINAGE. 


_TheSPEAKER. The business now in order 
is Senate bill No. 271, entitled ‘“‘ An act amenda- 
tory of existing laws relative to the half dollar, 
the quarter dollar, the dime, and the half dime,” 
upon which the gentleman from Indiana [Mr. 
Dennam] is still entitled to the floor. 

Mr. DUNHAM concluded his remarks in favor 
of the bill. [His speech will be found in the Ap- 
pendix. ] 


I demand the yeas and nays 


An act for the relief of Margaret || 


that. 

The SPEAKER. That has been a practice in- 
dulged in only by unanimous consent. The amend- 
ment could not come in regularly and strictly under 
|| thé rule. 
|| Mr. DUNHAM. Well, sir, it is a very small 
| matter. It is only to authorize the treasurer of 
the Mint to purchase copper in the form of bullion 
or planchets. I presume there will be no objec- 
tion to considering the amendment. * 

The SPEAKER. If there be no objection, it 
|| will be considered as regularly before the body. 

Messrs. FREEMAN and LETCHER ob- 
ected. 

Mr. FREEMAN. Is it in order to move that 
the bill and amendments be referred to the Com- 
mittee of the Whole on the state of the Union? 

The SPEAKER. That motion is already pend- 
ing, and the gentleman from Tennessee [Mr. Joun- 
son| is entitled to the floor. 

Mr. FREEMAN. Well, then, I move that the 
rules be suspended, and that the House resolve 
itself into the Committee of the Whole on the state 
of the Union. 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman from Ten- 
nessee has the floor, and it is not in order for. the 
gentleman to make the motion. 

Mr. FREEMAN. Will the gentleman from 
Tennessee give way to enable me to make that 
motion? 

| Mr. JOHNSON. If itis the desire of gentlemen 
to go into committee, and take up the Army ap- 
propriation bill, I will yield for that purpose. 

Mr.FREEMAN. Then I move togo into the 
Committee of the Whole on the state of the Union. 

Mr. STANLY. Ifthat motion is voted down, 
what will be the business in order? 

The SPEAKER. Reports from committees. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. Why, we shall 
have to go on with this bill. 

TheSPEAKER. Certainly. This bill will be 
in order as an unfinished report. 

Mr. STANLY. Well, sir, I hope we shall 
finish it. 

Mr. HENN. I call for tellers upon the motion 
| of the gentleman from Mississippi. 

Tellers were ordered; and Messrs. Watkins 

| and SMart were appointed. 

The question was then put upon Mr. Free- 
MAN’s motion, and it was decided in the negative; 
the tellers having reported—syes 64, noes 68. 

So the motion was not agreed to. 

Mr. JOHNSON. The bill underconsideration 
is one which, according to my understanding of it, 
Iam decidedly opposed to. It is not my purpose 
to apply epithets to it, or to make use of language 
with regard to it which would not be exactly suit- 
able to the discussion of subjects here. But I 
look upon it as the merest quackery—as the veri- 
est charlatanism—so far as the currency of the 
|| country is concerned. The idea of Congress fix- 

ing the value of currency is an absurdity, not- 

withstanding the language of the Constitution— 
not the meaning of it. The Constitution of the 

United States declares that Congress shall have 
| power ‘‘ to coin money, regulate the value thereof, 

and of foreign coin, and fix the standard of weights 
and measures.’’ 

W hat was the object of putting that provision 
in the Constitution ? 

Sir, when the Constitution was framed, each 
one of the Colonies had the power to coin its own 
money, and there would, consequently, have been 
coins of a different kind. The power was, there- 
fore, conferred upon the General Government to 
coin money. And for what purpose? For the 
express purpose of making the coins uniform. 
The anaes purpose was to furnish coins which 

|} much metal. 





| 
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| 
| 
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| 
| 


should be understood in all the States to contain so 
The great object was to have a uni- 
| form currency—a coin that was uniform in its 
| value. Well, what is it proposed to do now? 
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What is to be the uniform value of the coin? It 
is not the mere fact of Congress coining a piece of 
money, and stamping ** five dollars’ upon it, that 
fixes the value. But they can stamp it, and in 
fixing that stamp, say to the country, and to the 
commercial world, that it contains so much stand- 
ard silver or standard gold—the standard being 
agreed upon and fixed before the coin is made— 
and that is all that it can do. 

If we zo back to the year 1834, we find that the 
standard of gold at that period was nine hundred 
parts pure gold, whilst the other one hundred parts 
were half silver and half copper. Those put to- 
gether made what was called standard gold. Prior 
to the year 1834, our five-dollar pieces contained 
of this standard, gold two hundred and seventy 
grains. Well, what did that say te the trading 
community, to the commercial world? It said, 
‘* Here is a piece of metal bearing the impress of 
the Government upon it, purporting to be five 
dollars, but containing two hundred and seventy 
grains of standard gold.’’ The community un- 
derstood its value. Congress did not fix the value. 
Congress merely stamped upon it how much gold 
it actually contained. Its value was a conven- 
tional thing, to be agreed upon by the parties. 
This remained the standard of gold up to 1834; 
but in that year, we took it into our heads that 
we would legislate upon currency, and fix the 
value of it; and what did we do? We passed a 
law changing the number of grains in a five-dol 
lar piece, from two hundred and seventy to two 
hundred and fifty-eight—making it twelve grains 
less. What was the idea advanced to the public 
by that? The idea was, that by reducing the num- 
ber of grains in a five-dollar piece, you made it 
worth less than the British coins that you occa- 
sionally had in the country. What has been the 
effect? Why, when you go into the market with 
American gold pieces containing two hundred and 
fifty-eight grains instead of two hundred and sev- 
enty, they charge you nine per cent. premium— 
which is the difference between it and the British 
sovereign, and then it goes for just what it did 
before. 

Notwithstanding the nominal change, the value 
has not been affected, for when it is brought into 
contact with other coins, you must give that pre- 
mium before you can ship it or get bills of exchange. 
Well, what do you gain by that?) Why, it has 
led one step towards violating the very object in- 
tended by the Government! The gold coined 
prior to 1834 is sold for a premium. Look atthe 
exchanges and prices-current, and you will find 
that itis so. The object of the Constitution was 
to have the coins uniform—so that each piece 
should represent a certain amount of gold or silver, 
and pass throughout the country and in the com- 
mercial world for what it was intended to be. 
The law of 1834 defeats that object. As the law 
now stands, our standard silver is nine hundred 

arts pure silver and one hundred parts copper. 

he dollar piece contains four hundred and twelve 
grains and a half of standard silver. The coramu- 
nity and the commercial world understand what 
the American dollar contains, and it passes for just 
what it does contain. 

Now, what is the proposition brought forward 
in this bill? Why, it isto reduce this dollar of 
four hundred and twelve grains down to three 
hundred and eighty-six grains. You propose to 
make a discount of about seven per cent. and a 
fraction. That is what you propose todo. The 
result will be that you will make another kind of 
coin, and another kind of currency in the country. 

Here is one half dollar containing one hundred 
and ninety-two grains of standard silver, and here 
is another containing two hundred and six and a 
quarter grains. Well, what is the object what 
is to be gained by it? You propose to make a half 
dollar coin, containing fourteen grains less than that 
now in use, a tender to be receivable in payment 
of duties irito the Treasury of the United Stuies, 
Do you not see how we are depreciating the value 
of the currency of the country? You will then 
have two descriptions of gold coin, and you will 
have three descriptions of silver; for you propose 
also to change the composition of the three cent 
pieces. You now have a coin with a certain pro- 
portion of alloy, and you propose to change the 
standard, and give it another proportion. ‘Thus 
there will be one description of silver coin contain- 
ing one fourth copper; another containing so many 
grains of standard silver, and still another contain- 
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ing a different number of grains of standard silver. 
Is it not apparent that by this mode of legislation 
you defeat the very object contemplated by the 
Constitution—a uniform currency throughout the 
Union? Sir, | am opposed to this tinkering with 
the currency of the country—this charlatanism— 
without understanding the subject upon which we 
propose to lecislate. : 

Mr. DUNHAM. If thegentleman will permit 
me, I propose to change the standard of the three 
cent pieces, for the purpose of bringing them back 
to the uniform standard of other silver coin. 
When it was originally proposed to coin these 
threescent pieces for use, a bill was drawn up pro- 
viding that they should be coined entirely out of 
the depreciated Spanish coin. . This depreciated 
Spanish coin was only to be received at the Mint 
for the purpose of their manufacture. During the 
last session, however, when the bill changing the 
rates of postage came up, the Post Office Com- 
mittee in the Senate, for the purpose of meeting 
the necessities which would arise from the passage 
of that bill, took out of a former bill a single sec- 
tion, providing for the number of grains of silver 
in the three-cent piece, and for the amount of 
alloy, without the restriction that it should be 
manufactured exclusively out of the Spanish coin, 
and put it into that Post Office bill, and it passed in 
that shape. This is another instance of changing 
the currency of the country without understand- 
ing the principle upon which the change is made. 
The consequence was, that the object originally 
intended by authorizing the coinage of these three 
cent pieces was not accomplished. 

Now, we propose, or at least l propose, to bring 
this species of coin back to the uniform standard 
adopted for the other silver coin. 

Mr. JOHNSON. What the gentleman has said 
does not change the position I assume. The Po 
ciple | am contending for, and with which I set 
out, is, that this tinkering with and changing the 
coin of the country by varying the size and quanti- 
ty of silver in that coin, is a violation of the spirit, 
if not of the letter, of the Constitution. So far as 
Congress is concerned, it cannot affect the value 
of the coin in the country. Congress cannot regu- 
late the value of the coin. It may place a stamp 
upon it, and that stamp may indicate that it con- 
tains a certain number of grains of gold or silver, 
but that is all the Government can do, and all that 
the Constitution designed it should do. The design 
of the Constitution was, that you should make a 
coin of uniform value; but you propose to disregard 
that, and make a currency of unequal values, and 
thus render its condition more intolerable than it 


was when each of the several States of the Union 


manufactured a currency for itself. 

Mr. SKELTON. I desire to ask the gentleman 
from Tennessee a question. He says we are 
tinkering with the currency of thecountry. Now 
he will bear in mind that there is a difficulty, a 


practical resus under which the country is | 


now laboring. In consequence of the increased 
amount of gold ‘in circulation, its value has de- 
creased; and in consequence of the increased dif- 
ference between the relative value of gold and 
silver, the gold has nearly driven the silver out of 
circulation. ‘The question, therefore, for us to de- 
termine is, how we can be supplied with this silver 
currency for circulation ? 

Now, there are two methods by which we can 
accomplish this object. One is to increase the 
value of the silver currency, and the other is to 
lessen the value of the gold currency. These are 
the remedies, one of which, I think, must be 
adopted. Now, I ask the gentleman from Ten- 
nessee, what remedy he proposes for the difficulty 
under which the country is laboring? 

Mr. JOHNSON. I will come to that, if the 
gentleman will allow me to go on. 

Mr. SKELTON. I am not tenacious as to 
what remedy, so that we may have a remedy, to 
supply the commercial wants of the country with 
a currency. What means does the gentleman 
propose by which we may have a silver currency 
in the country, for the purposes of change? If the 
gentleman has so much sibansias to charlatanism, 
T hope he will propose some remedy by which 
these difficulties may be obviated. 

Mr. JOHNSON. I have given way to the gen- 


tlemrn not mad to ask a good many questions, | 


but have given him time to answer them, which 
will save me the trouble of answering them my- 


on, I should have come to the points to which he 
alludes, directly. 

But to return to the point with which I set out. 
The bill before the House assumes that while your 
present dollar contains four hundred and twelveand 
a half grains of standard silver, you can, by law, 
make another, containing only three hundred and 
eighty-six grains, worth just as much as the other. 
Now, if you will take the pains to subtract the 
amount of standard silver contained in one from that 
contained in the other, you will find that one con- 
tains about seven cents more than the other. If we 
can then, by law, reduce the present standard seven 
per cent. and make the value of the reduced stand- 
ard equal to the other, | ask the House and the 
country if the philosopher’s stone has not been 
discovered? If we can, by law, make one hun- 
dred and seven dollars out of one hundred dollars, 
we can, by the same process, make it worth one 
hundred and fifty dollars. Why, sir, of all the 
problems that have come up for solution, from the 
time of the alchemists, down to the present time, 
none can compare with that solved by this mod- 
ern American Congress. They alone have dis- 
covered that they can make money—that they can 
make one hundred and seven dollars out of one 
hundred dollars. If they can increase it to that 
extent, they can go on and increase it to infinity; 
and thus, by the operations of the Mints, can the 
Government supply its own revenues. ‘The great 
difficulty with mankind is solved; the idea that so 
much money is wanted all over the world is at 
length at an end. ‘The problem is at last solved. 
This Congress, in the plenitude of its power, in 
its wisdom, can, whenever it chooses, by a single 
stroke of legislation, change the currency of the 
country into any amount desirable. 

Sir, I repeat again that this is all quackery. 
Let us see how this thing will work in practice. 
Here is a dollar. Do you talk about fixing the 
value of that? It is an absurdity. A man hasa 
dollar to-day, containing four hundred and twelve 
and a half grains of silver. He goes into market 
and purchases a bushel of corn, containing so 
much nutriment, indispensable to the existence 
of man. To-morrow he again goes into market, 
but cannot get more than half a bushel for his 
dollar. Now where is the power to fix the value 
of that dollar? Do you not see that it is with 
the commercial wall? Do you not see that the 
natural laws which regulate commerce, determine 
the value? Do you not see that it is a. thing to 
be agreed upon between parties, and between na- 
tions dealing in the commodity we call money? 

How will this pian work practically? Here is 
one currency, in which a dollar centains four hun- 
dred and twelve grains of standard silver, and here 
is another in which the dollar contains twenty- 
eight grains of silver less. Do you not see that 
a man who has one of these coins of four hundred 
and twelve grains in his pocket, is worth seven 
cents more than another man who has one of the 
other coins in his? It makes a decided difference. 
The commercial world will take these coins for 
what they are intrinsically worth, and not for 
what the legal stamp represents them to be worth. 
Such will be the practical bearing of the whole 
system of coinage proposed. But I see the bill— 
if it is not altered by amendment—provides that 
these new coins are to be received in payment of 
all debts below five dollars. ‘The Secretary of the 
Treasury proposes ten dollars. 

Mr. DUNHAM. The amendments which the 
Committee on Ways and Means propose, strike 
out that provision and insert a simple provision 
that these coins shall be received in payment of all 
dues of the United States. But the issue of this 
coin is left entirely under the control of the Secre- 
tary of the Treasury, so that if more should be 
issued than the necessities of the country require, 
it would come back again into the Treasury, and 
the further issue would be suspended. 

Mr. JOHNSON. Now see the effect of the 
gentleman’s argument. Whatis it? Here is one 
species of silver coin which is to be a tender in 
payment of debts, and here is anothei® which is 
only receivable in payment of the public dues. 

Mr. DUNHAM. I should like to ask the gen- 
tleman one question. : 

Mr. JOHNSON. I cannot afford to allow the 
gentleman to consume more of my time. This 
bill, if adopted at once by law, brings about two 
currencies, one worth more than theother. Why, 


self. But if the gentleman had allowed me to go || the thing of which we complain more than any- 
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thing else, in connection with the currency of th 
country, is the prevalence of a paper circulatios 
which drives the silver out of circulation. Now 
suppose this bill passes, and one man owes th 
Government a debt and another owesan individy i 
adebt. ‘The man who owes the Government wil 
be obliged to pay seven per cent. less than the one 
who owes the individual. This is the worst sort 
of shinplaster legislation. ; 

Now [ét us turn to this provision of the Consti.- 
tution again. It says that ** Congress shal] have 
power to coin money and regulate the value there. 
of.’’ All this relates to what I have been speak. 
ing about. But what else shall Congress do> I: 
shall fix the standard of weights and measures 
I repeat, it shall regulate the value so fur ag th, 
coin is concerned, and shall fix the standard q; 
weights and measures. How fix the standard of 
weights and measures? Are we to infer from this 
that they are to fix the precise amount the par. 
ties shall receive for the grain or commodity whic} 
is to be measured? Not at all. What is your 
standard bushel? We find that your standary 
half-bushel contains 1,752 cubic inches. Wel) 
sir, corn becomes a little scarce, or wheat be. 
comes a little scarce, and we, by legislation 
change the standard, and say that Malt a bushel 
shall contain 750 inches less than it did before 
What is the effect? Will the man who wants 
to buy wheat give as much for a half bushel 
which contains 1,000 square inches, as he would 
for one containing 1,750? Certainly not. Yer 
this is precisely the position you assume in re. 
lation to the currency of the country. You as 
sume to fix the price while you measure the 
quantity of silver to be placed ina coin. 

And if you go into the market with one dollar 
containing four hundred and twelve and a half 
grains, and another with only three hundred and 
eighty-six grains, the dollar which has the most 
silver in it will sell for the most, and the dolla 
which has the least will sell for the least. 

Now, let us see how this bill will operate 
Sometimes we talk about retrospective laws. | 
am no pee ad and do not assume to be; but I may 
refer to such plain legal topics without any extraor- 
dinary assumption of legal knowledge, for these 
things come within the range of all our observa- 
tion and comprehension. Sometimes, I say, we 
talk about retrospective laws, which impair the 
obligation of contracts. Now, let us see if this 
bill is liable to that objection. For instance, we 
make a contract now, with the standard of gold 
and silver fixed, involving an amount of say $500, 
with the understanding that the silver dollar con- 
tains four hundred twelve and a half grains of 
After the contract is made, a law 
is passed creating a currency worth seven per cent. 
less than the old one, and which shall be taken in 
payment of Government dues. What does the 
debtor do? He provides himself with this cur- 
rency, worth seven per cent. less than the cur- 
rency in which he contracted his debt, and pays 
his debt with it, and in that operation pays his 
$500 with $465. Is not an act thus operating re- 


| trospective in its character, and does it not impair 
| the obligation of contracts ? 


Is not that legisla- 
tion retrospective which passes a law by which a 


| man may be compelled to receive less, intrinsi- 


cally, for his deft than he contracted to receive’ 
He contracted to receive so much standard silver, 
and we propose to compel him to take seven per 
cent. less. Such is the effect of this bill. You 
make the coin a tender in payment of debts. 
In what difficulty do you thus find yourself? You 
either depreciate your currency, and compel a man 
to take it for more than it is worth, or you leave 
itasitis. Take either horn of the dilemma, and 
there are one or two consequences which must 
follow. If you make this coin a tender in pay- 
ment of debts, you impair the obligation of con- 
tracts; and if you do not, you have one currency 
of a higher and one of a lower grade. 

But there is an erroneous idea pervading the 
community as to the relative value of gold and sil- 
ver, and that in consequence of the change in that 
relative value, by the great influx of gold, we 
must make a change in our coins. The old idea 
was, that this relative value was about sixteen to 
one—it varies a fraction from that, but I speak in 
round numbers—that is, that there is about sixteen 
times as much silver in existence as there is gold, 
and that, therefore, a sixteenth part of a certain 
amount of gold will answer the same purposes !! 
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ommerce as sixteen times that amount of silver. 
We all understand that. Now what made that 
‘ference? Was it arbitrary law? No, but the 
cearcity of gold. It was the result of commercial 
law—a natural law, which rises above legislative 
enactments, and which will always control these 
matters in defiance of legislation. 

Gentlemen tell us that while the standard of 
iJver in England remains what it is now, we can 
yrchase a pound sterling of gold with about thirty- 
six cents less with their standard than with ours. 
Suppose, then, you take the value of a pound of 
sold, in silver of the United States, and go to 
England and buy a pound sterling of gold there, 
and you have thirty-six cents left. Well, when you 
»ring your pound of gold to the United States, will 
not be measured by the standard of value here, 
established by the commercial community ? Most 
inquestionabl . You see the thing corrects and 
evulates itself. As soon as the trading commu- 
ity finds out that you are buying up silver, in 
order to purchase gold in England, where it can 
be had for two per cent. less than here, what do 
the holders of silverdo? You cannot get their 
ilver unless you pay them two per cent. premium 
for it. Does not this matter then correct itself? 
Such is the practical operation of oe affairs 
every day. Will you, then, attempt to fix it by 
law? Itis impossibletodoit. Letus take a case 
to illustrate. Suppose some one of the Powers of 
Europe should pass a law excluding gold as a 
urrency altogether, and prohibiting its circulation, 
and making it a contraband article, and at the | 
same time making silver the exclusive currency. 
What would bethe effect? It would createa great 
jemand for silver, for it is silver they would want, 
ind if your dollar has four hundred and twelve 
grains in it they want it; and if it contains three 
hundred and ninety-six they wantit also, and will 
take it just as soon as the other, in all the small and 
ordinary transactions of life. But it will be different 
in more extended mercantile transactions. That 
may be readily shown by an illustration under 
this bill, as it comes from the Senate. You may 
eo into the market in the morning end pay your 
butcher, for instance, a debt of five dollars in this 
currency; your neighbors go to market and do the 
same thing. ‘The butcher receives it without ob- 
jection, and gives you as many pounds of beef 
for itas for any other coin. The butcher accu- 
mulates a few hundred dollars in that way, but 
when he goes into the country‘to buy his cattle, 
and pays out this currency in sums of two,or 
three hundred dollars, he must pay the seven per 
cent. 

We are trying to make specie partake of the 
character of depreciated paper. That is the tend- 
ency of this proposed legislation. 

If the commercial world agrees upon the relative 
value of silver and gold, and upon the number of 
grains each piece of coin shall contain to make it 
marketable, that settles the whole matter, notwith- 
standing your legislation, and then there is no ex- 
change anywhere, save that which arises from the 
mere expense of transit. 

Congress has power to fix thestandard of weights 
and measures. And I remarked before, suppose 
Congress take a notion to change this relative value 
of silver and gold, of one to sixteen. Our gold 
fields this year will produce a certain amount; 
next year they will produce perhaps double the 
quantity, and you say you must pass a law to 
regulate its value to silver, which has not as rap- 
idly increased. But any law you can pass will 
not do it. Suppose, for instance, your crop of 
corn is this year five millions of bushels, and 
your wheat two and a half millions; next year the 
crop of corn is seven and a half millions bushels, 


and the wheat crop still two and a half millions, | 


as before. The relative quantity is changed, and 
to bring the standard of corn up to that of the 
wheat, you change the bushel measure of the one 
to keep the relative standard the same. Now, 
how would the arrangement operate? You bring 
both the wheat and the corn into market. ‘The 
standard by which you measure the wheat is 
changed, and for the same money you do not get 
as much wheat as you did before. Is not chat so, 
and are not the two cases precisely analogous? 
Money contains grains and bushels contain inches. 
A bushel of grain -containing only one thousand 
square inches would not sell for as much as a 
bushel containing double the number of inches. 
You may reason and attempt to legislate upon 


this subject, and still the laws of trade and com- 
merce will control the whole matter. Instead of 
changing the standard of gold and silver, | think 
the best thing we could do would be to strike these 
three-cent pieces out of existence, and to substitute 
three-cent pieces containing exactly the proper 
quantity of alloy. Let your half dollar, quarter 
dollar, dime, and half dime bear the same propor- 
tion of alloy, and then you will have a firm and 
stable currency, which the people understand, and 
which, in the commercial world, would be of a 
settled and uniform standard of value. What its 
worth will be, and what it will pass for, is a matter 
to be settled by the commercial world, and no 
legislation in the world can alter it. 

Mr. JOHNSON was interrupted by 

Mr. DEAN. Has the morning hour expired ? 

The SPEAKER. It has not, by a minute and 
a half. 

Mr. DEAN. I ask the gentleman from Ten- 
nessee to yield, to allow me to make a motion to 
go into the Committee of the Whole on the state of 
the Union. 

Mr. ST TA tT. I have some objection to this 
yielding of the floor to allow a motion to be made 
to go into the Committee of the Whole on the state 
of the Union, so as to cut off a motion to go to the 
business upon the Speaker’s table. 

Mr. JOHNSON. Did I understand the gentle- 
man from New York to make the motion? 

The SPEAKER. The morning hour is not 
quite out, and the gentleman can proceed, or not, 
as he chooses. 

Mr. JOHNSON. I know there is great anxiety 
about getting along with the appropriation bills, 
and I have no disposition to delay them. As my 
time has nearly expired, I yield to the motion to 
so into the Committee of the Whole. 

Mr. STUART. Is not the morning hour now 
out? 7 

The SPEAKER. _It is. 

Mr. STUART. I move that the House pro- 
ceed to the business upon the Speaker’s table. 

Mr. MACE. Before the motion is put, I have a 
privileged motion to submit. At the last session 
of Congress, I introduced a bill providing for the 
admission of iron free of duty. ‘That bill was, by 
a vote of the House, laid upon the table, and a 
motion was made to reconsider the vote by which 
the bill was laid upon the table. I move to take 
up that motion, and dispose of it now. 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman will have the 
right to call up the motion to reconsider, and to 
have it considered when there is no other legiti- 
mate business before the body. These other mo- 
tions must be put before he can do it. 

Mr. MACE. I should like to know, for inform- 
ation, when the time will arrive when there will 
be no legitimate business before the House? 

The SPEAKER. The motion that the rules 
be suspended, and that the House resolve itself 
into the Committee of the Whole on the state of 
the Union is pending and is the legitimate busi- 


| ness before the body. 


Mr. CLINGMAN. I would inquire whether 
that motion was made first ? 

The SPEAKER. It was made before the gen- 
tleman proposed to call up his motion of recon- 
sideration. 

The question was then put on the motion that 
the rules be suspended, and that the House resolve 
itself into the Committee of the Whole on the 
state of the Union; and on a division, there were— 
ayes 54. 

Mr. CLINGMAN. I demand tellers. 

Tellers were ordered; and Messrs. Stevens of 
Pennsylvania, and Averett were appointed. 

The question was then taken, and the motion 
was decided in the negative; the tellers having re- 
ported—ayes 46, noes 76. 

The question was then put on the motion that 
the House proceed to the consideration of the 
business on the Speaker’s table, and on a division 
there were—ayes 71. 

Mr. ORR. I call for tellers. 

Tellers were ordered; and Messrs. Carrrer 
and Henpricks were appointed. 

The question was then taken, and the motion 
was decided in the affirmative, the tellers having 
reported—ayes 74, noes 51. 

The SPEAKER laid before the House a com- 
munication from the Treasury Department, trans- 
mitting, in conformity with the provisions of the 
act of Cengress, approved March 3, 1509, enti- 





tled ‘‘ An act further to amend the several acts for 
the establishment and regulation of the Treasury, 
War, and Navy Departments,’’ and the act passed 
March 3, 1817, entitled ** An act to provide for the 
prdinpt settlement of public accounts,’’ statements 
of the accounts due to the United States more 
than three years prior to the Ist day of July, 1852, 
as appears by the books of the Fourth Auditor 
and the books of the Register of the Treasury re 
spectively; which was, on motion, laid on the 
table, and ordered to be printed. 

He also laid before the House the bill of the 
House, Ne. 185, entitled “An act for the relief 
of Maurice K. Simons, returned from the Senate 
with an amendment. 

Mr. SACKETT. Let the Clerk indicate from 
what committee of the Senate the bill came, so 
that we may know what reference to give it. 

The SPEAKER. The amendment is only a 
verbal one to strike out the word “ bill” and sub 
stitute the word * act.”’ 

The question was taken, and the amendment. of 
the Senate was concurred it. 

The SPEAKER also laid before the House 
House bill No. 347, entitled ‘* An act granting the 
right of way to the St. Louis and Iron Mountain 
Railroad Company,’’ returned from the Senate 
with the following amendments: 


* Add as a second section the following 

“ 4nd be it further enacted, That the right of way be, and 
the same is hereby, granted to the Cleveland and Pittsburg 
Railroad Company, and also the right of way to the Cleve 
land, Painsville, and Ashtabula Railroad Company, across 
the hospital ground, so called, belonging to the United 
States, in the city of Cleveland, in the State of Ohio ; the 
width of each of said roads across said hospital grounds no 
to exceed sixty feet where said roads are now respectively 
located: Provided, That said conveyances can, in the 
opinion of the Secretary of the Treasury, be made withou 
detriment to the interests of the United States: .7nd pro 
vided further, That the said grant shall be, and is hereby 
made subject to such conditions as the said Secretary of the 
Treasury shall impose on the said companies, respectively 
for the protection and security of the grounds from abra 
sions by the waters of Lake Erie: .¢nd provided further, 
‘That whenever the said roads shall be discontinued or aban 
doned, or the conditions of this grant shall be violated, al! 
rights undeg.this act shall cease and determine 

** And ad to the title the words, ‘ and for other pur 


poses. > >» 


Mr. STUART. I should like to learn of any 
gentleman who can explain the reasons, why, ii 
the Senate amendment, the discretion is given t 
the Secretary of the Treasury ? 

Mr. PHELPS. Because the marine hospital 
is under his control. The discretion is riven i 
the original bill to the Secretary of War, because 
the right of way is given through the land of a 
military post. 

Mr. CARTTER. A few words will fully ex- 
plain this grant of the right of way through the 
hospital grounds at Cleveland. ‘Those who have 
been at Cleveland since the construction of the 
railroads there, are aware of the facts [ shall state 
The railroads, on entering that city, traverse the 
whole’lake shore below the bank on which the hos 
vital is located. Heretofore the wear of the winds 
and waters has produced a constant wasting away 
of that bank; so much so as to render the stability 
of the foundation of the hospital uncertain for the 
future. These railroads have been under the nece 
sity, for the purpose of sustaining their structure, 
of piling the whole lake shore. The roads pass, 
perhaps, sixty feet below the location of the hos 
pital, and instead of being an injury to the grounds, 
will really constitute a protection for it. They 
have expended money there for the protection of 
these hospital grounds, that could not be compen- 
sated for by the appropriation of $10,000, and so 
long as those roads are used, that protection will 
have to be continued. I havesaid thus much, that 
the House may know the facts with relation to the 
grant of the right of way for the Cleveland rail 
roads. 

Mr. STUART. The object I had in view in 
instituting the inquiry I did is accomplished by 
the answer of the gentleman from Missouri, [Mr. 
Pnevres.] He states that these grounds are ander 
the supervision of the Secretary of the Treasury. 
If so, it is right that the discretion should be placed 
in his hands; and, inasmuch as I desire this 
question early disposed of, I call for the previous 
question. 

Mr. DARBY. I hope the gentleman will wit! 
draw his call, that I may say a word or two. 

Mr. STUART. I withdraw the call. 

Mr. DARBY. I am exceedingly obliged to the 
gentleman. AsI understand the matter, the amend 
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ment of the Senate does not in any manner con- 
flict with the original bill. In the original bill the 
approbation of the Secretary of War is required 
for the location of the St. Louis and Iron Mayn- 
tain railroad, and in the amendments of the Senate 
the approbation of the Secretary of the ‘Treasury 
is required for the location of the Cleveland and 
Pittsburg, and the Cleveland, Painsville and Ash- 
tabula railroads. The grounds through which the 
right of way is proposed to be granted are respect- 
ively under the superintendence of those Secreta- 
ries, and I do not see that there is the least conflict 
in the provisions of the billas amended. I renew 
the call for the previous question, and hope that 
the bill will be passed. 

Mr. STEVENS, of Pennsylvania. I hope the 
gentleman will withdraw the call for the previous 
question, in order that I may be enabled to offer 
an amendment to the bill. 

Mr. DARBY. I withdraw the call for that pur- 

ose, 4 

Mr. STEVENS. Isubmit the following amend- 
ment, to be added as an additional! section: 

And he it further enacted, That the right of way shall be 
and hereby is, granted to the Alleghany Valley Railroad 
Company, for the read of the said company, over and across 
the grounds of the United States at and near the Alleghany 
Arsenai, in the county of Alleghany and State of Pennsyl 
vania: Provided, That the route of the said railroad across 
the said grounds shall be approved by the Secretary of 
War, before the same is entered upon for the purpose of 
constracting said railroad. 

Mr. DARBY. If that amendment prevails, it 
will send this bill again to the Senate. 

Mr. STEVENS. They will concur in this 
amendment in a moment. 

Mr. DARBY. If it will create no embarrass- 
ment to the bill, I will interpose no objection. I 
wish to state, so far as the section in which I am 
interested is concerned, that the parties connected 
with the St. Louis and Iron Mountain railroad 
are anxious to commence their work. They can- 
not do so until after the passage of this bill. 

Mr. STEVENS. The amendment I have pro- 
»osed will delay the bill but for a few minutes. 

‘here is no kind of objection to it, and it will be 
concurred in by the Senate in an instant. 

Mr. THOMAS M. HOWE. The Alleghany 

Valley railroad is waiting this moment for the grant 
of the right of way through the land of the Alle- 
rhany arsenal, that they may let their contracts. 
The position of these grounds is such, that it is in- 
dispensable the right of way should be granted, in 
order that the road may approach the city. There 
is but one street running through the grounds and 
it is important that the grant of the right of way 
should be made, if it cause no detriment to the pub- 
lic interests, 

Mr. EVANS. I have no objection to the Alle- 
ghany Valley railroad having the right of way, but 
there should be a provision making the grant dis- 
cretionary with theSecretary of War This priv- 
lege which we are about to give may not be com- 
patible with the public interest. 

Mr. STEVENS. It is so. 

Mr. EVANS. It may not be so. How do 
we know itis so? If it be so, why oppose the 
alteration? 

Mr. STEVENS. The provision the gentleman 
suggests is already in the bill. 

Mr. EVANS. That road, by the amendment, 
is to have the richt of way at any rate. 


Mr. THOMAS M. HOWE. ‘There is no ob- 





jection to the amendment of the gentleman from 


Maryland. 

The amendment of Mr. Srevens was again 
read. 

Mr. EVANS. Now, the House will notice 
that the Secretary of War has only the right to 
designate the particular location in the grounds for 
the road. The right of way is absolutely granted. 

[Cries of “* No!” ** No!” 

Mr. EVANS. He has not the right to refuse 
the right of way, if in his judgment that is re- 
quired by the interests of the Government. 

Mr. STUART. I will suggest to the gentleman 
from Maryland, and the gentleman from Pennsyl- 
vania, the same modification I suggested to the 
gentleman from Missouri [Mr. Darr] the other 
day. It is necessary to provide that this thing may 
not be done, if in the opinion of the Secretary it 
will be detrimental to the public interest. 


Mr. EVANS. Unguestionably that ought to | 


be there. 








Mr. STEVENS. Add, then, the following: 


And provided further, That this right of way can be | 


granted without detriment to the public interest. 


Mr. EVANS. That is all I ask. 


Mr. STUART. The following proviso will | 


meet the views of the gentleman from Maryland: 

“ind provided further, That the same can be granted 
without detriment to the public interest, in the opinion of 
the Secretary of War. 

Mr. EVANS. That amendment does meet my 
views, and I offer it. 

Mr. STUART. I call for the previous question. 

The call for the previous question was seconded, 
and the main question was ordered to be put. 

[A message was here received from the Senate, 
by Aspury Dicktns, Esq., its Secretary, notify- 
ing the House that that body had passed a bill of 
the following title, viz: 

S. No. 601. An act for the relief of Moses Olm- 
stead and Mrs. Elizabeth Craig. 

And directed the House to be furnished with a 
certified copy of the bill of the Senate, (No. 358,) 
‘* directing a survey and estimate of the cost of 
constructing a canal basin at the terminus of the 
Chesapeake and Ohio Canal, in Georgtown.’’] 
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to the gentleman from Wisconsin to withdraw hj, 
call for the previous question, and to allow me t 


| offer an amendment to the amendment. 


{Cries of ‘* Order!’’ ** Order !’”} 
TheSPEAKER. That can only be done by 


| unanimous consent at this stage of the procee/. 


| ings,'for amotion to lay on the table cuts off ey 


The question was taken on Mr. Srevens’s | 


amendment, and it was agreed to. 

The question was then taken upon the amend- 
ments of the Senate, and they were concurred in. 
RAILROAD GRANTS. 

Senate bill No. 13, entitled ‘* An act granting 
‘to the State of Wisconsin the right of way and 
‘a donation of public lands for the purpose of con- 
‘ structing a canal or railroad across the peninsula 
‘of Michigan,’’ was read a first and second time 
by its title. 

Mr. DOTY. 
and to put the bill upon its passage. I desire to 
say that the subject has been before the Commit- 
tee on Public Lands, and they have agreed to re- 


I desire to offer an amendment, 


port to this House a bill precisely similar to that | 


which is now in the Senate. 
offer is the following: 


The amendment I 


Strike out section five of the bill, and add to the bill the | 


following: 


“And beit further enacted, That the lands hereby granted | 


to said State shall be disposed of by said State only in 
manner following, that is to say, that a quantity of land not 
exceeding one hundred and twenty sections on each road, 
and included within a continuous length of twenty miles of 
said road, may be sold, and when the Governor of said 
State shall certify to the Secretary of the Interior that said 
twenty miles of said road is completed, then another like 
quantity of land hereby granted may be sold, and so, from 
time to time, until said roads be completed ; and if said roads 


are not completed within ten years, no further sales shall | 
be made for the road not completed, and the land granted | 


for such road shall revert to the United States: Provided, 
That the said first mentioned road shall commence at the 
city of Chicago, in the State of Ilinois, and be run thence 
through Janesville and Fond du Lac, on Winnebago Lake, 
to Lake Superior, and the said second road mentioned shall 
commence at La Crosse, and run thence through the county 
of Washington, in said State, to the city of Milwaukie. 


_Mr. DOTY. I demand the previous ques- 
tion. 


Mr. FREEMAN. I hope the gentleman will 


allow me to offeran amendment to his amend- | 


ment. 
Mr. DOTY. 


I would be glad to do so, but I | 


am under obligations to move the previous ques- | 


tion. 

{A message was here received from the Senate, 
by the hands of Asspury Dickins, Esq., its Secre- 
tary, notifying the House that they had passed 
House bill No. 351, entitled ‘* An act forthe relief 
of Brevet Brigadier General Riley, and to enable 


him to settle his accounts with the United States.’’] | 


Mr. BENNETT. [I would appeal to the gen- 


tleman from Wisconsin [Mr. Dory] to withdraw | 


his demand for the previous question. 
Mr. LETCHER. 
amendments on the table; and upon that motion 
[ demand the yeas and nays. 
The SPEAKER. The previous question hav- 
ing been demanded, it deprives every one of the 


I move to lay the bill and | 


floor, except it be for the purpose of making a | 


motion to adjourn or Jay the bill upon the tab'e. 
Mr. FREEMAN. I understood the gentleman 

from Wisconsin to say that he was willing to with- 

draw the demand for the previous question for the 


benefit of the gentleman from New York, [Mr. | 


Bennett.|] Has the gentleman done so? 
Mr. DOTY. I have not done so. 
Mr. LETCHER. 


upon my motion. 


[ ask the yeas and nays | 


ye ery. 
thing like amendment. ? 
The yeas and nays were ordered. 
The question was then taken on laying the bj) 


| and amendments upon the table, and there were 


| Dimmick, 


yeas 73, nays 83; as follows: 


YEAS—Messrs. Allison, Averett, David J. Sailey 
Bragg, Busby, Caldwell, Caskie, Chastain, Churehwei’ 
Clemens, Cobb, Coleock, Cullom, Curtis, Dawson, Dean, 

Dockery, Edmundson, Faulkner, Florenes’ 
Floyd, Thomas J. D. Fuller, Gamble, Gaylord, Gilg,’ 
Grow, Sampson W. Harris, Hascall, Hendricks, Hibbar,’ 
Houston, John W. Howe, Ives, Jenkins, Andrew Johnson’ 
George W. Jones, George G. King, Letcher, MeDonajy’ 
McLanahan, McMullin, McNair, MeQueen, Milisoy’ 
Morehead, Morrison, Murphy, Murray, Orr, Ontlaw, Say’ 
uel W. Parker, Perkins, Powell, Robbins, Robie, Robinson 
Ross, Russell, Savage, Skelton, Thaddeus Stevens, Stray’ 


| ton, Sutherland, Sweetser, Thurston, Toombs, Tyex 
| Venable, Wallace, Watkins, Wildrick, and Woodwarg_ 
| 73. 


NAYS—Messrs. Abercrombie, Willis Allen, Barrere 
Bennett, Bowie, Bowne, Brenton, Brooks, Albert g 
Brown, Burrows, E. Carrington Cabell, Lewis D. Camp. 


| bell, Thompson Campbell, Cartter, Chandler, Chapman, 





Mr. BENNETT. I wish to make an appeal || question, offered an amendment which has not 


Clark, Conger, Cottman, Darby, John G. Davis, Disney. 
Doty, Duncan, Durkee, Eastman, Edgerton, Evans, Ewing, 
Fay, Ficklin, Freeman, Goodenow, Gorman, Grey, Hajj, 
Harper, Haven, Henn, Horsford, Howard, Thomas ¥. 
Howe, Jackson, Landry, Little, Lockhart, Mace, Martin, 
Meacham, Miller, Miner, Molony, Henry D. Moore, John 
Moore, Nabers, Newton, Olds, Penn, Penniman, Phelps, 
Porter, Preston, Price, Sabine, Sackett, Schermerhorn, 
Schoolcraft, Scurry, Smart, Smith, Snow, Stanly, Ben- 
jamin Stanton, Frederick P. Stanton, Richard H. Stanton, 
Stuart, Taylor, Ward, Washburn, Welch, Alexander 
White, Wilcox, and Yates—83. 

So the House refused to lay the bill and 
amendments upon the table. 

The SPEAKER. The question now is on sec. 
onding the demand for the previous question. 

Mr. DOTY. Dol understand the decision of 
the Chair.to be, if I withdraw the demand for the 
previous question, that the floor must be assigned 
to the gentleman from Mississippi? [Mr. Free- 
MAN. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair has not deter- 
mined whom he will recognize as entitled to the 
floor. No one is entitled to the floor now, the 
previous question having been demanded by the 
gentleman from Wisconsin, [Mr. Dory,] unless it 
may be himself, if he desires to withdraw it. 

Mr. BENNETT. [I appeal to the gentleman 
from Wisconsin to withdraw it, that I may offer 
an amendment to his amendment. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. If it is withdrawn 
must it not be unconditional? 

The SPEAKER. It must be unconditional, 
and it is with the Speaker to assign the floor to 
somebody. The Chair cannot make a bargain. 

Mr. DOTY. Has the floor been assigned to 
the gentleman from New York? [Mr. Beyxnerr.] 

The SPEAKER. It has not been determined. 

Mr. DOTY. I feel in honor bound to offer the 
amendment which he would have offered if he 
could have obtained the floor for that purpose. I 
withdraw the previous question, and propose an 
amendment to the one I have already offered, and 
demand the previous question. : 

Mr. GORMAN. I rise toa privileged question. 


| Since the gentleman from Wisconsin takes sucha 
| course, I move to lay the whole subject upon the 
| table, and upon that I demand the yeas and nays. 


Mr. HALL. I object to the amendment offered 
by the gentleman from Wisconsin, and raise & 
point of order. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair will reserve the 
right to look at the amendment. ' 

Mr. GORMAN. If the gentleman from Mis- 
souri [Mr. Hatt] desires to make a point of order, 
by which the amendment of the gentleman from 

ew York may be properly ruled “out of order, | 
withdraw my motion to lay upon the table. 

Mr. HALL. Iask that the amendment just 
offered by the gentleman from Wisconsin be read, 
so that the House may understand my point of 
order. 

The first amendment was then read. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. I wish to inquire 
how the gentleman from Wisconsin offers it? _ 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman from Wis- 
consin withdrew the demand for the previous 
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ad, and demanded the previous question 


been re 
upon JON ES. Whereabout does he propose to | 
put it into this bill? 7 

Mr. DOTY. I propose to add it to the bill. 

Mr. JONES. Then the gentleman cannot offer 
two amendments at one time. His first amend- 
ment is under consideration, and he cannot make 
another one, no matter what it is. 

Mr. DOTY. It was offered as an amendment 
to the amendment. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair will see the char- 
orer of the amendment. 

Vr. JONES. Hecould not offer an amend- 
ment to hisown amendment. I[t would be a mod- 

fication. 

The SPEAKER. The question of order is al- 
ready made, and the Chair will decide it when he 
hears the amendment read. 

Mr. JONES. Is it not the same bill that was 
passed the last session? If so, it is not necessary 
to read it all. 

[Cries of ** Read it!’’ ‘* Read it ""} 

The Clerk then read the amendment, as follows: 


And be it further enacted, That there are hereby sev- 
erally granted to the States named herein the following 
amounts of public land, respectively, forthe purposes here- 
inatter named, viz: To Missouri, three million acres; to 
Alabama, two million five hundred thousand acres; to 
Iowa, three million acres ; to Michigan, three million acres ; 
to Wisconsin, three million acres; to Louisiana, two mil 
lion five bundred thousand acres; to Mississippi, two mil- 
lion five hundred thousand acres; to Florida, two million 
five hundred thousand acres; to Arkansas, three million 
acres; to California, three millioff acres; to Illinois, two 
million acres; to Indiana, all the public lands not sold, 
located, or reserved for public purposes, lying within her 
limits, and two million acres in addition thereto; to Ohio, 
all the public land not sold, locased, or reserved for public 
purposes, lying within her limits, and two million five hun- 
dred thousand acres in addition thereto; and to each of the 
States of Maine, New Hampshire, Vermont, Massachu 
setts, Rhode Island, Connecticut, New York, New Jersey, 
Pennsylvania, Delaware, North Carolina, South Carolina, 
Georgia, Maryland, Virginia, Kentucky, and Tennessee, 
at the sate of one hundred and fifty thousand acres for each 
Senator and Representative in the Thirty-second Congress 
from said States, respectively, and to the District of Colum- 
bia, for the support of schools, five hundred thousand 
acres 


Sec 


a 


. 2. And be it further enacted, That the eleven States 
in the preceding section first named are authorized to apply 
the proceeds of the lands hereby severally granted to them 
to aidinthe construction of railruads in the said States, re- 
spectively. And aright of way through the public lands is 
hereby severally granted to the said States, and they are 
severally authorized to take necessary materials of earth, 
stone, and timber, for the construction of the said railroads, 
respectively, from the public lands adjacent thereto; and 
in locating each of the said railroads, and assigning the 
limits thereto, no more land shall be taken from the United 
States than is necessary for the convenient construction and 
use of each of said railroads, with double track, respectively, 
including stations and the public buildings of all kinds con- 
nected with said roads, turnouts, and such other appurte- 
nances as are necessary or usually enjoyed by first-class 
railroads; and a copy of the location of saig several roads, 
respectively, as now made or hereafter to be made, shall be 
forwarded to the proper local land offices, and the General 
Land Office at Washington city, as soon as practicable 
after the same are completed, respectively, and shall be duly 
recorded; and there is hereby severally granted to each of 
the eleven States in the preceding section first named, re- 
spectively, the amount of land therein specified, for the 
purpose of making railroads therein, respectively, as afore- 
said, to be taken along the entire length of the line or route 
ot said several railroads, so far as the United States own 
lands on the line of said several roads, in manner following, 
viz: every alternate section of land subject to private en- 
try, and designated by odd numbers, for six miles in width 
on each side of said several railroads ; but in case it shall 
appear that the United States have, when the lines or routes 
of any of said roads are definitely fixed in the manner and 
by the authority aforesaid, sold any section, or any part 
thereof, granted aforesaid, or that the right of preémption 
has attached to the same, then it shall be lawful for any 
agent or agents, to be appointed by the Governor of each of 
the States, respectively, to select, subject to the approval of 
the Secretary of the Interior, from the lands of the United 
States most contiguous to the tiers or sections above spe- 
cified, so much land in alternate sections or parts of sec- 
tions as shall be equal to such lands as the United States 
have sold or to which the right of preémption has attached 
as aforesaid, which lands (thus selected in lieu of those 
sold or to which preémption rights have attached as afore- 
said, together with the sections or parts of sections desig- 
nated by odd numbers as aforesaid, and appropriated as 
aforesaid) shall be held by each of the said eleven States 
first named, respectively, to the amount in ‘the preceding 
section named tor each of the said several States, for the 
uses and purposes aforesaid ; but. the lands to be so located 
and selected for and on account of each of said roads shall 
in no case be more than six sections of land for each mile 
of said road: Provided, That the lands hereby granted to 
the said eleven first-named States shall be exclusively ap 
plied to construct or. aid in the construction of railroads in 
said States, respectively, and shall be sold and disposed of 
only as the work progresses, and in proportion to the length 
of railroad completed upon each of said roads, and the 
same shall be applied to no other road or purpose: 4nd 
provided, also, That any and all lands heretofore reserved to 
the United States by any act of Congress, or in any other 


manner by competent authority, for the purpose ef aiding 
in any object of internal improvement, or for any other pur 

pose whatever, shall be, and the same are hereby, reserved 
to the United States from the operation of this section, ex 

cept so faras it may be found necessary to locate the routes 
of said railroad through such reserved lands, in which case 
the right of way only shall be, and ts hereby, granted. 

Sec. 3. 4nd be it further enacted, That of the lands 
granted by this act to the several States of Missouri, lowa, 
Wiseonsin, Alabama, Michigan, Louisiana, Mississippi, 
Florida, Arkansas, [linois, and California, a portion thereof 
shall be applied by each of said last-named States, respect 
ively, in the manner and to the amount in the preceding 
section provided, to aid in the construction of the follow 
ing lines of railroad, so far as the same are within the limits 
of said States, respectively; and a portion of the lands and 
land warrants hereinafter mentionéd, granted to each of 
the States of Indiana and Ohio, shall be applied in like 
manner, at the rate of six sections per mile, to aid in the 
construction of the following railroads, so far as the same 
are within said States respectively, viz : 

First. From Manitoowoc, via Menasha and Stevens’s 
Point, to St. Paul; from Madison, via the mouth of the 
Wisconsin, to the mouth of the Big Sioux; from Iron Bay, 
via the Iron mountains, to Little Bay Du Noc; from She 
boygan to the Mississippi river. 

Second. From ‘Toledo, via Hicksville, Fort Wayne, La 
fayette, Peoria, and Burlington, to or near the mouth of the 
Platte river, with a branch to Keokuck ; from La Salle. via 
Davenport and Iowa City, to Council Bluffs; from Fort 
Des Moines to Dubuque. 

Third. From Belpre, via Athens, Chilicothe, Hillsboro’, 
Cincinnati, and Vincennes, to St. Louis, and thence to the 
Iron mountains and Pilot Knob. 

Fourth. From Girard to Mobile, and thence, via New 
Orleans and Opelousas, to the Sabine river; from New Or 
leans, via Jackson, to the Mobile and Ohio railroad, with a 
branch in the direction of Nashville, to the line of the State 
of Tennessee. 

Fifth. From Montgomery, via Brandon, Vicksburg, and 
Shreveport, to the line of Texas, with a branch to Biloxi; 
from Montgomery to Pensacola; from St. Paul, via the 
Falls of the St. Croix, to the mouth of the St. Louis river. 

Sirth. From Mobile, via Pensacola and Tallahassee, to 
the St. Mary’s or St. John’s river, with branches to St. 
Mark’s and to Tampa Bay ; from Pensacola, in the direc 
tion of Brunswick and Savannah, to the boundary line of 
the State of Florida. 

Seventh. From Selma to Gunter’s Landing; from the 
boundary line of Alabama, across Alabama and Mississippi, 
to the boundary line of Mississippi, along the line of the 
Charleston and Memphis railroad. 

Eighth. From Louisville, Kentucky, via Vincennes, to 
Carlyle, with a branch to Alton; from Lafayette to Chi- 
cago. 

Ninth. From Zilwaukie, via Grand Traverse Bay, to 
Mackinaw ; from Manitoowor, via Green Bay, to Kewa 
wana Point, with a branch, via the principal copper mines, 
tothe mouth of the Ontonagon river; from the mouth of 
the Marquette river, via Flint, to Pontiac, with a branch 
from Flint to Port Huron; from Pontiac to the mouth of 
the Grand river. 

Tenth. From Gaines’s Landing to Fulton ; from Fulton, 
via Little Rock and the principal copper mines, to St. 
Louis; from Memphis, via Little Rock, tv Fort Smith. 

Eleventh. From Terre Haute to Alton, and also to Ver- 
non; from Indianapolis to Springfield; from Allentown to 
the mouth of the Kansas; from Kansas to the mouth of 
the Platte river; from Quincy, via Galesburg, to Rockford ; 
from Springfield to Chicago. 

Twelfth. From a point opposite New Orleans, on the 
west side of the Mississippi river, on the most direct route, 
consistent with a good grade, upon good ground, to St. 
Louis; from Hermann, on the Missouri river, via Fort Des 
Moines, to the southern bend of the Minnesota river. 

Thirteenth. From San Francisco to San José, and also 
to Walker’s Pass, with a branch to the Columbia river, in 
Oregon. 

And where any part of said designated lines of railroad 
is within any Territory.of the United States, public lands 
are hereby granted to such Territory to the same amount, 
and to be taken in the same manner, as before specified, 
(to wit: in alternate sections, at the rate of six sections per 
mile,) to aid in the construction of said railroads within 
such Territory. Said railroads, in all cases, to be made on 
the most direct, feasible routes ; each State to take its lands 
to aid in their construction within its own limits, except 
Ohio and Indiana, and those States so far as may be, and 
the residue in land warrants, as hereinafter provided. And 
in case the amount granted to any one of said States is 
found insufficient, after an actual location of the roads on 
direct routes, to allow six sections per mile to the railroads 
in said State, hereinbefore specified, such State is hereby 
authorized to take, in the aforesaid manner, enough more 
of the public lands of the United States to make up such 
deficiency ; and the residue of said lands granted to each 
of said States, not taken for said railroads, (if any,) may 
be applied, in the manner aforesaid, to aid in the construc- 
tion of such other railroads as the Legislatures of said 
States may respectively designate. And there is hereby 
granted to the States of Missouri, Alabama, and Missis- 
sippi, respectively, to aid in the construction of the rail- 
roads for which grants were made by the act of Congress, 
approved twentieth of September, eighteen hundred and 
fifty, and by the act approved tenth of June, eighteen hun- 
dred and fifty-two, a quantity of land sufficient, with the 
amount granted by said former acts, to give six sections per 
mile to each of said railroads, to be taken in the manner 
specified in this act: Provided, That said railroads, in said 
several States and Territories, shall be completed within 
ten years; and the land hereby granted to aid in their con 
struction, so far as they shall not be completed within that 
time, shall revert to the United States. 

Sec. 4. nd be it further enacted, That the nineteen 
States in the seventh section of this act last named, are sev- 
erally authorized to apply the proceeds of the lands hereby 


| severally granted to each of said States to the support of 


schools or for other useful public purposes, except wo far as 
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is otherwise provided by the preceding section in regard to 
the lands granted to Indiana and Ohio. And the Commis- 
sioner of Public Lands, under the direction of the Secre- 
tary of the Interior, shall issue to each of said nineteen 
States and said District, respectively, land warrants to the 
amount in all to which each of said nineteen States and 
said District are respectively entitled under this act, (except 
so far as the lands granted to Ohio and Iniiana are situated 
withia the limits ef said States ;) and said nineteen States 
and said District are severally authorized to sell and dispose 
of said land warrants; and the same are to be valid and 
effectual in the hands of any owner or holder thereof, and 
may be located by such ewner or holder upon any public 
lands for sale or subject to private entry, and the same fees 
to be paid therefor by the holders thereof. And the title of 
the land so located by any owner or holder of said land war- 
rants shall be secured and perfected tosuch owner or holder 
in the same manner as other land warrants issued by the 
United States. Said land warrants shall be so engraved 
and printed as to prevent deception and counterfeiting ; shall 
be signed by the Secretary of the Interior or the Commis- 
sioner of the Public Lands, or for them by such other per- 
sons as the Secretary may direct, and countersigned by the 
Governor of each State receiving the same, or by such other 
officers as the said nineteen States and said District may 
respectively designate for that purpose ; and said land war 
rants shall be for not less than eighty nor over one hundred 
and sixty acres each: Provided, That no State nor the 
said District shall be authorized to locate any warrants in 
its OWn name or for its own benefit; and that no warrant 
issued under the provisions of this act shall be located upon 
any lands to which there shall bea preémption right, or on 
which there shall be an actual settlement and cultivation, 
except by the person holding such preémption right, or by 
such settler and cultivator. 

Sec. 5. sind be it further enacted, That each and all of 
the railroads in any State in the Union, made either wholly 
or in part from the proceeds of the lands granted by this act, 
are hereby made and declared post roads, and shall forever 
hereafter, at all times, transport the mails, military stores, 
forces, and property of the United States, under the diree 
tion of the proper officers thereof, and Congress may by 
law fix the rate of compensation to be allowed for such ser 
vices. 

Sec. 6. And be it further enacted, Thatall mineral lands 
are hereby reserved to the United States from the operation 
of this act, except such as are, or hereafter may be, by law 
subject to private entry by individuals 

Sec. 7. And be tt further enacted, That ali the land 
granted (by any other act) during the present Congress, to 
any State, to aid in the construction of any railroad therein, 
shall be deducted from the amvuunt granted by this act to 
said State. 


Mr. AVERETT. I move to lay the bill and 
the amendments upon the table. 

Mr. ORR. I submit that that motion is not yet 
in order. No business has transpired since the 
last motion was made to lay upon the table. 

The SPEAKER. An amendment has been 
proposed and a question of order raised upon it. 

Mr. ORR. Suppose the Speaker decides that 
that amendment is not in order, is that a suflicient 
amount of business to authorize the motion to lay 
on the table to be again made? 

The SPEAKER. The offering of the amend- 
ment itself is business. 

Mr. ORR. Whether it is in order or not? 

The SPEAKER. The Chair thinks so. The 
| motion to lay on the table may be repeated as 
often as itis made. That has been the practice of 
the House. The present occupant of the Chair, 
however, has ruled that the motion is not in order 
again until business has intervened, and the House 
has sustained that decision. Butitis » new prac- 
tice. 

Mr. AVERETT. [I insist on my motion to 
lay the bill and amendments upon the table, amd [| 
ask for the yeas and nays. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 

Mr. BROWN, of Mississippi. | desire to make 
an inquiry of the Chair which will control my 
vote, and perhaps the votes of other members, If 
the motion to lay on the table does not preva'l, 
and the point of order raised by the gentleman 
from Missouri [Mr. Hatt} should be decided so 
as to admit this amendment, will it then be in 
order, without further proceedings, again to move 
to lay the bill upon the table? 

The SPEAKER. It wiil depend altogether on 
whether any proceedings intervene between the 
motions. 

Mr. BROWN. Would the proceedings on the 
point of order be such as to justify another mo- 
tion to lay upon the table? 
| The SPEAKER. The Chair supposes that 
| they would, but must reserve to himself the right 

of deciding each question as it arises. 

The question was then taken upon Mr. Aver- 
ETT’s motion, and it was decided in the negative 
—yeas 76, nays 81; as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Abercrombie, John Appleton, Averett, 
David J. Bailey, Boeock, Bragg, Joseph Cable, Thompson 
Campbell, Cartter, Caskie, Chastain, Churchwel!, Clem 
ens, Cobb, Colcock, Dawson, Dean, Dimmick, Dockery, 


Dunham, Edmundson, Florence, Floyd, Thomas J. D 
| Fuller, Gamble, Gaylord, Gorman, Green, Grow, Hall, 
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Sampson W. Harris, Hascall, Hendricks, Hibbard, Hol- 
laday, Houston, Howard, Ives, Jackson, Jenkins, Andrew 
Johnson, John Johnson, George W. Jones, J. Glaney 
Jones, Letcher, McDonald, MeLanahan, McMullin, Me 
Nair, McQueen, Meade, Millson, Molony, Morrison, Mur- 
phy, Murray, Olds, Orr, Peaslee, I owell, Robbins, Robie, 
Robinson, Ross, Russell, Savage, Skelton, Smith, Thad 
deus Stevens, Stratton, Sutherland, Sweetser, l'oombs, 
Alexander White, Wildrick, and Woodward—76. 

NAYS—Messrs. Charles Allen, Willis Allen, Allison, 
William Appleton, Barrere, Bennett, Bowie, Bowne, 
Brenton, Brooks, Albert G. Brown, Burrows, E. Carring 
ton Cabell, Caldwell, Lewis D. Campbell, Chandler, Chap 
man, Clark, Clingman, Conger, Cottman, Cullom, Curtis, 
Darby, George I’. Davis, John G. Davis, Disney, Doty. 
Duncan, Durkee, Eastman, Edgerton, Evans, Ewing, Fay, 
Ficklin, Freeman, Henry M. Fuller, Giddings, Gilmore, 
Goodenow, Grey, Harper, Haven, Henn, Horstord, John 
W. Howe, Thoams M. Howe, George G. King, Landry, 
Little, Lockhart, Mace, Mann, Martin, McCorkle, Meach 
am, Miller, Miner, Henry: D. Moore, John Moore, More 
head, Nabers, Newton, Outlaw, Samuel W. Parker, Penn, 
Penniman, Perkins, Phelps, Porter, Preston, Price, Riddle, 
Sackett, Schermerhorn, Schoolcraft, Schoonmaker, Smart, 
Snow, Stanly, Benjamin Stanton, Frederick P. Stanton, 
Taylor, Thurston, Tuek, Venable, Ward, Wasliburn, Wat 
kins, Welch, Wilcox, and Yates—#1. 


So the House refused to lay the bill upon the 
table. 


Mr. CLARK. Is it in order now to offer an 
amendment to the bill ? 

The SPEAKER. It is not in order. 

Mr. CLARK. 
sent, the amendment may be read for informa- 
tion. 

The SPEAKER. There is a question of order 
pending, with reference to the amendment offered 
by the gentleman from Wisconsin, [Mr. Dory,] 
which must first be disposed of. 

Mr. CLARK. I desire only to have my 
amendment read for the information of the House. 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman from lowa 
asks the unanimous consent of the House to have 
his amendment read for information. 

Mr. GORMAN. I! object, 

{[Mr. Crark handed his proposed amendment 
to the Reporters. It is as follows: 

** 4nd provided further, That no person shall, under the 
provisions of this act, locate more than three hundred and 
twenty acres of land.’’] 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. I rise to make a 
motion which is in order. That we may have a 
full vote upon this question, I move that there be 
a call of the House; and upon that motion I call 
for the yeas and nays. 

Mr. CARTTER. -I rise to a privileged ques- 
tion. I move that the House do now adjourn; and 
upon that I ask for tellers. 

Tellers were not ordered. 

The question was then put, and ona division, 
there were—ayes 69, noes 69. 

The SPEAKER voting in the affirmative, the 
motion was agreed to; and the House adjourned 
until to-morrow, at 12 o’clock, m 


PETITIONS, &e. 
The following petitions and memorials were presented 
under the rule, and referred to the appropriate committees : 


By Mr. SUTHERLAND: The petition of the Ocean 
Steam Navigation Company of New York, for increase of 
conmpensation for mail service between New York, South 
ampton, and Bremen. 

By Mr. EASTMAN: The petition of 62 citizens of Wis 
consin, praying for an appropriation to complete the im 
provement of Grand River Slough, at Potosi, Wisconsin. 

By Mr. GILMORE: The petition of citizens of Indiana 
county, Pennsylvania, deploring the evils of war, and pray- 
ing Congress to make provision in their treaties with other 
nations to refer all misunderstandings to the decision of 
umpires. 

By Mr. FLORENCE: The memorial of F. Dankworth 
and 7 others, engravers employed in the oflice of the Coast 
Survey, praying relief from the decision made by the Hon. 
Elisha Whittlesey, whereby they are deprived of the advance 
of twenty per cent. voted by act of Congress to clerks, Ke., 
employed in the city of Washington. 

Also, the memorial of Jacob Frick, William F. Miskey, 
Charles B. Ress, and 22 others, citizens of Philadelphia, 
praying Congress to pass a law giving one hundred and 
sixty acres of land to the soldiers of the war of 1812, &e. 

By Mr. DISNEY: Memorials of members of the General 
Assembly of the State of Ohio, asking Congress to create 


an additional distsict court of the United States within that 
State. 


IN SENATE. 
Tuvaspay, February 3, 1853. 
Prayer by the Chaplain, Rev. C. M. Burier. 


The PRESIDENT pro tempore laid before the 
Senate a copy of the acts, resolutions, and memo- 


rials, passed at the first annual and special ses- | 
sions of the Legislature of the Territory of Utah, | 


I hope that, by unanimous con- 


THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


} 


begun and held on the 22d September, i851, | 
transmitted to the President of the Senate imcom- 
pliance with law; which was referred to the Com- 
mittee on the Judiciary. 


PETITIONS, ETC. 


Mr. SEWARD presented the petition of the | 


heirs-at-law of General James Clinton, praying to 
be allowed for the depreciation on commutation 
certificates; which was referred to the Committee 
on Revolutionary Claims. 

Also, the petition of the heirs-at-law of Samuel 
Lewis, praying to be allowed for the depreciation 
on commutation certificates; which was referred 
to the Committee on Revolutionary Claims. 

Also, the petition of the heirs-at-law of Udney 
Hay, praying to be allowed for’ the depreciation 
on commutation certificates; which was referred 
to the Committee on Revolutionary Claims. 

Also, the petition of the heirs-at-law of Joshua 
Danforth, praying to be allowed for the deprecia- 
tion on commutation certificates; which was re- 
ferred to the Committee on Revolutionary Claims. 

Also, the petition of Ephraim Munson, praying 
a pension, in consideration of his services in the 
Indian wars which continued after the Revolu- 
tion; which was referred to the Committee on Pen- 
sions 

Also, a memorial of citizens of Williamson, 
Wayne county, New York, praying an appro- 
priation of land for the construction of a ship 
canal around the Falls of Niagara; which was re- 
ferred to the Committee on Commerce. 


REPORTS FROM STANDING COMMITTEES. 


Mr. DOWNS, from the Committee on Private 
Land Claims, to which was referred the bill from 
the House of Representatives for the relief of 
Joseph M. Wilcoxon, of the State of Missouri, 
reported it without amendment. 

On motion by Mr. DOWNS, the Senate pro- 
ceeded to consider the bill as in Committee of the 
Whole. It proposes to confirm to Joseph M. Wil- | 
coxon certain tracts of land in Missouri, which he 
has entered. 

No amendment being made, it was reported to 
the Senate without amendment; ordered to a third 
reading, read a third time, and passed. 

Mr. SHIELDS, from the Committee on the Dis- 
trict of Columbia, reported a bill to provide a li- 
brary for young men in the District of Columbia; 
which was read and passed to a second reading. 


THIRD READING OF A BILL. 


The engrossed bill to authorize the Secretary of 
the Treasury to issue certificates of registry or 
enrollment to American-built vessels in certain 
cases, was read a third time and passed. 


BRITAIN FRANKS. 


The bill from the House of Representatives for 
the relief of Britain Franks, assignee of Joseph M. 
Smith, was read a first and second time by its title, 
and considered as in Committee of the Whole. 

An amendment being proposed by Mr. BROD- 
HEAD, the bill, with the eageeel amendment, 
was referred to the Committee on Finance. 


HOUSE BILLS REFERRED. 


The following bills from the House of Repre- 
sentatives were severally read a first and second 
time by their titles, and referred as follows: 

An act for the relief of Captain Lewis E. Si- 
monds. Referred to the Committee on Naval Af- 
fairs. 

An act for the relief of Jasper A. Maltby. Re- 
ferred to the Committee on Pensions. 

An act for the relief of James H. Jenkins. Re- 
ferred to the Committee on the Post Office and 
Post Roads. 

An act for the relief of John Frink. 
to the Committee on the Post Office and Pest 
Roads. 


MESSAGE FROM THE HOUSE, 
A message from the House of Representatives 


was received, by Mr. Haves, its Chief Clerk, an- | 


nouncing that it had agreed to the amendment of 
the Senate to the bill entitled ‘‘ An act for the re- 
lief of Maurice K. Simons.”’ 

Also, that it had agreed to the amendment of 
the Senate to the bill granting the right of way to 


the St. Louis and Iron Mountain Railroad Com- | 
pany, with an amendment, in which it requests | 


the concurrence of the Senate. 


Referred | 






SELECT COMMITTEE ON ETHER, 


Mr. SMITH. If it be in order, I wish to stay, 
to the Senate that | am requested by the Ho» 
Arcurpa.p Dixon to ask that he may be excused 
from further service on the Select Committee ap. 
pointed upon the memorial of Charles Thomas 
Wells, on account of ill health. It is well known 
to the Senate that Mr. Drxon has been oblige; 
to leave the city, in consequence of the critica) 
state of his health. I move that he be excused 
and that the President pro tem. be authorized 1, 
fill the vacancy. 

Mr. WALKER expressed the hope that the 
subject might be allowed to lie over until to-mor. 
row, to which Mr. Smirn assented, and the yo. 
cancy was not filled. 


JAMES ROBERTSON. 


Mr. UNDERWOOD. I am directed by the 
Committee to Audit and Control the Contingen; 
Expenses of the Senate, to report two resolutions 
to the body, and to ask their adoption at the pres. 
ent time. - They refer to the case of James Robert. 
son, and the Senate will accommodate the comp. 
mittee, and perhaps the whole + very much 
by adopting them at this time. he committee 
report two resolutions, the first of which is, that 
the prayer of the memorialist be rejected; and then 
the committee have thought proper, after making 
that report, to add the following: 

But in consideration that James Robertson has remained 
in the city ef Washington during the sessions of Congress 
since his arrest, and the influence which the payment of 
$100 to him heretofore may have had upon his mind, to in- 
duce the belief that he had a just claim against the Senate 
worthy of prosecution, and for the purpose of enabling him 
to return to his friends, ~ committee have thought proper 
to submit, for the adoption of the Senate, the following res 
olution : 

Resolved, That there be paid to James Robertson, out 
of the contingent fund of the Senate, $150, the acceptance 
of which by him is to be in full of all demands which he 
may conceive he has against this body. 


Allow me to say, that we have worded tht res- 
olution in this way so that he may understand 
that, upon the acceptance of the money, there is 
to be an end of the matter, and the Senate and its 
members are no longer to be troubled upon the 
subject. df he rejects this, as it is possible he 
may, the committee are of opinion that if he bea 
lunatic, as is suggested, he ought to be found such 
by an inquest, and ought to be provided for as we 
provide for other lunatics throughout the country. 
We hope that this will terminate the matter, and 
relieve the members of the Senate from all further 
trouble. I hope, therefore, that both resolutions 
will be acted upon and adopted, and that the re- 
port will be printed. 

Mr. WALKER. I move to lay upon the table 
the resolution giving this man $150. 

Mr. HALE. I ask for a division of the ques- 
tion. Let the vote first be taken upon the resolu- 
tion that the memorial be rejected. I suppose the 
Senator from Wisconsin does not want to lay that 
upon the table. The committee report two reso- 
lutions; one is, that the memorial be rejected, and 
the other is that $150 be paid to Robertson. | 
ask for a division of the question. Let us first 
have a vote on the one rejecting the memorial. 

Mr. WALKER. I agree to that course, and 
withdraw my motion for the present. 

The first resolution of the committee, ‘‘ Resolved, 
that the prayer of the memorialist be rejected,” 
was agreed to. 

The question then recurred on the second reso- 
lution, authorizing the payment of $150 to James 
Robertson. 

Mr. UNDERWOOD. [I hope the Senate will 
adopt that resolution. The committee have been 
influenced by considerations which it is hardly 
necessary to mention to the Senate, and reported 
it with the hope that this would terminate the mat- 
ter forever, and that we should have no further 
trouble. I hope, therefore, that it will be adopted. 

Mr. HUNTER. It is obvious that this matter 
is going to lead to debate, and there is a special 
order for half-past twelve o’clock, which ought ‘o 
be taken up and acted upon. 

Several Senators. There will be no debate. 

Mr. WALKER. I move to lay the resolution 
now under consideration upon the table. 

The motion was not agreed to. 

Mr. WALKER. I intend to ask for the yeas 
and nays upon this question; and I propose that 
there shall go along with this vote a very brief 
explanation of this matter. During the life of Mr. 
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